03 SEPT 2002
Mahat hi r - US
US TOLD TO FOLLOWTHE RULES I N BI D TO TALK TO M SI AN DETAI NEE

KUALA LUWMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that the United States will have to adhere to local laws inits
reported attenpt to interviewa Mal aysian man in connection with a case
i nvol vi ng an accused conspirator of the Sept 11 tragedy currently on trial
in the US.

"What ever they do nust be in accordance with the | aws of our country,™
he said when commenting on a report in today's edition of the Asian Vall
Street Journal (AWSJ) which said that the US was seeki ng Mal aysia's
perm ssiontotalk to Yazid Sufaat who Washi ngton t hinks could helpits
case agai nst Zacari as Moussaoui .

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after opening a conference on
taxation in Seri Kenbangan here.

When asked whet her he woul d all ow such an interviewto take place if an
application to that effect was made, he said: "It will have to go through
t he usual process of extradition."

The AWBJ cited a senior Ml aysian official as saying that the US
Justice Departnent had requested t hat Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
agents be permtted to question Yazid in connection with histies to
Moussaoui .

Yazid, a former arny captain and busi nessman, i s now bei ng det ai ned
under the Internal Security Act (1 SA) for attenpting to overthrowthe
governnent by viol ent neans.

It was al |l eged t hat he hosted Moussaoui during a visit to Malaysia in
Sept enmber and Cct ober 2000 whil e ei ght nonths earlier, two hijackers aboard
an American Airlines plane that plunged into the Pentagon in the Sept 11
cat astrophe had stayed at his apartnment during a visit to Kual a Lunpur.
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