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Mahat hi r - US
US TREATMENT OF ABDULLAH AN UNHEALTHY TREND, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

MELAKA, Oct 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today
that the treatment accorded Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi by United States officers at the Los Angeles Airport last nonthis
an unheal thy trend.

The prinme mnister said that although he too had cone across rude US
officers, when it happened to Abdull ah, it showed an unheal thy trend of not
respecting anyone.

On Sept 15, Abdullah had to take off his shoes for checks at the Los
Angel es Airport enroute to New York to attend the United Nations (UN)
general assenbly.

On the regret expressed by the US enbassy here over any i nconveni ence
or inappropriate treatnment that he and Abdul | ah may have experienced during
their visits tothe US, Dr Mahathir said the statenent was enough for him

"Enough. For ne, it's sufficient. | didn't even nention it until it
happened to Abdullah," he told a media conference after opening the Third
Mal ay and | sl amic World Convention in Tanjung Kling, here.

"W didn't even protest, it's people's country," he said.

On his experience with a rude US of fi cer when he arrived in New York in
a Mal aysi an executive jet en route to Washington, Dr Mahathir said: "I've
been to Anerica for along tine. Surely | won't bring al ong a bonmb in the
government's private jet."

In the incident, the US of fi cer who boarded the jet, had said harshly
that no one was to nove until all the Mal aysi ans had been checked.

Besi des Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar and several senior government of ficials had al so been subj ect ed
to strict checks at the Los Angel es airport.
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