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US UNDERSTANDS MALAYSI A' S POLI TI CAL TRANSI TI ON OF PONER, SAYS SYED
HAM D

PUTRAJAYA, July 9 (Bernama) -- The United States (US) government
under st ands Mal aysia's political transition of power and will not create
uncertainties for both countries to enhance bilateral rel ations and
cooperation, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar sai d t oday.

He said the US | eaders had been assured that there woul d be a snooth
transfer of power when Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
retires in Cctober next year.

"I have assured themthat the transition of power (in Ml aysia) has got
tradition, hierarchy and t he questi ons of | eaders were resol ved am cabl y.

"There should not be any problemw th the succession of the prinme
m nister as well as the nunber two (deputy prinme Mnister) post and
Mal aysia wi Il al ways fall back on the party structure and tradition, which
wi | | ensure continuous harnoni sati on when a new | eader takes over," he
sai d.

He told reporters this after receiving the US Nati onal Security
Council's Senior Director for Asian Affairs, James Moriarty, at his office,
her e.

Syed Hami d said this when asked on i ssues di scussed with Moriarty, who
is also Special Assistant for Asian Affairs to US Presi dent George W Bush,
during the nmeeting which | asted over an hour.

Moriarty, who arrived yesterday, is on a whirlw nd tour of Asean
countries and Malaysiais his first stop. He will next visit Thail and and
Si ngapor e.

Syed Hami d said they al so exchanged vi ews on international and regional
security and stability, cooperationin conbatingterrorismand issues of
nmutual interest to the two countries.

He said Moriarty had expressed the US governnent's satisfation and
happi ness over Dr Mahathir's visit to Washington in May, where both
countries had seal ed a decl aration that provides the framework for
cooperationin conbatinginternational terrorism

"They see it as a very constructive bilateral effort to collaborating
inan effective and neani ngful way to conbat international terrori smand
they al so expressed sati sfaction over various steps solely taken by
Mal aysia in conbating terrorism"” he said.

Syed Hami d said he al so brought up the Pal estinian issue that needed to
be resol ved and that the US should play its role in resolving the conflict
and achi eving political solution in Wst Asia.

On bilateral relations, Syed Ham d said that both countri es were now
enj oyi ng cl oser ties and better cooperation not only in trade and the
econony but alsoin politics, enforcenment of | aws and regul ati ons and
trai ni ng.

"Mal aysi a and US have nany activities that can be carried out jointly
through bilateral relations. This enabl es us (Mal aysi a) to present our
views onissues relatingtoour joint interest and international interest,"”
he said.

Syed Hami d said the i nteracti on bet ween Mal aysi a and the US i nproved
when | eaders of the two countries visited each other.

"I think this is the type of interactions nowthat we are having with
the USwith various visits of |leaders... the first being Janes Kelly,

Assi stant Secretary of State for Asia and the Pacific Affairs, then Dr
Mahat hir visited US and today Mriarty," he said.



During all the visits, the main issue discussed was to further deepen
and enhance bil ateral rel ations between Mal aysia and the US, and what type
of contribution Malaysia could giveto create aregionthat is peaceful and
stabl e, he said.

Syed Hanmid said US Secretary of State Colin Powell is scheduled to
visit Malaysia at the end of the nonth, before attendi ng the Asean Regi onal
Forum which meets in Brunei on July 31.

"He will be making official visits to several Asean countries and we
are trying to finalise the visit and Mal aysi a had no objections to him
maki ng an official visit tothis country," he said.
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