22 NOV 2002
Nor i an- VMr ni ng
US WARNI NG ONLY A REM NDER TO AMERI CANS, SAYS NORI AN

| POH, Nov 22 (Bernama) -- The latest warning by the United States on
the possibility of Mal aysi a beconming a target of terrorist attack sinmilar
to last nmonth's Bali bombings in Indonesia was only a general rem nder to
Anericans wishing to visit this region, Inspector-CGeneral of Police Tan Sri
Norian Mai sai d today.

He said the US Enmbassy in Kual a Lunpur expl ained to the police today
that they do not have specific informati on on the possibility of the Bal
bl asts or other international terrorismhappening in the country.

"W contacted the US Enbassy today. To them it (warning) is just a
rem nder specifically to Anericans intending to cone to this region
i ncludi ng our country," hetoldreporters after distributing Hari Raya
Aidilfitri food parcels to the Federal Reserve Unit (FRU) personnel here.

He, however, declined to reveal the US Enbassy of ficer's nanme, who gave
t he expl anation on WAashi ngton's warni ng whi ch had pronpted criticismfrom
Mal aysi an | eaders, including Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohanad.

On Wednesday, the US State Departnent i ssued a warning that attacks
simlar to the Cct 12 Bali bombi ngs, in which about 200 people, nostly
foreigners were killed, could take place in other Sout heast Asian nati ons,
i ncl udi ng Ml aysi a.

Washington also reiterated its fear on the possible attack i n Sabah by
t he Abu Sayyaf group and advi sed Anerican citizens visiting the islands or
t he beaches in the east coast of the state to be extra careful

Nori an sai d Sabah was i npli cated because of its proxinmty to southern
Phili ppi nes, the base of the Abu Sayyaf group.

He said the enmbassy coul d not provide any specific information to the
police to carry out further investigations because t he warni ng gi ven by
Washi ngt on was only a reni nder.

He sai d Mal aysi an police had cl ose rapport with the US Enbassy i n Kual a
Lunmpur and had al ways cooperated with themto handl e any i ssue.

"When press reports on the warning are recei ved, we contacted the
enbassy for verification and t hey have gi ven good cooperation so far," he
added.
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