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US WLL BE URGED TO FI ND POLI TI CAL SOLUTI ON | N VEST ASI A

By: Jaafar Hussin and E. Si vabal an

WASHI NGTON, May 13 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will urged the United States
tofind a political formula to end the Israel-Palestine conflict in efforts
to bring lasting peace to West Asia.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said Sunday that this was
one of the main issues to be raised by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad in his nmeeting with President Geoge W Bush at the Wite
House on Tuesday.

Mal aysia's stand was that terrori smwould not resol ve the
| srael -Pal estine conflict but could further aggravate the overall situation
in West Asia, he said when briefing Mal aysi an journalists, here.

He said the prine mnister woul d recommend that the peace effort by
Crown Prince Abdul | ah Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia be made an i ntegral part
of the Bush admi nistration's initiativeto find a solutionto the conflict
in West Asia.

Saudi Arabia's proposal, anpong others, calls for Tel Aviv to give up
all the occupiedterritories in Palestine andinreturn |srael woul d have
the right to set up an i ndependent state.

During the neeting, which is scheduled to last 35 minutes, Dr Mahathir
is also expected to give Bush an assurance of Mal aysia's cooperation in the
fight against international terrorism

Syed Hami d said Mal aysia, as a noderate voi ce on peace and security,
woul d al so raise trilateral issues includingthe Afghan issue.

The prinme mnister is scheduled to arrive at the Andrews Air Force base
Monday for a four-day official visit.

Besi des tal ks with Bush, he is al so scehdul ed to neet Vice-President
Di ck Cheney, Defence Secretary Donal d Runsfel d and acting Secretary of
State Richard Arnitage

Syed Ham d said the main aimof the visit was to restore and further
strengthen Mal aysi a-US political relations.

He said bilateral relations in defence, econony, investnents and ot her
fields had been strong but there was tension in political ties during the
admi ni strati on before Bush's.

"That's why we now want to restore political ties in viewof the | atest
gl obal devel opnents |i ke cross-border crime, terrorismand security in the
Sout heast Asi an region," he said.

Syed Hami d said that since the first neeting between Dr Mahathir and
Bush when the two | eaders attended the Asi a Pacific Econoni ¢ Cooperation
(Apec) Conference i n Shanghai, China, |ast October, they had becone cl oser
personal | y.

He hoped that Dr Mahathir's visit would not only strengthen persona
ties between the two | eaders but al so rel ati ons between Mal aysi a and t he
Us.

He said the two countries would al so sign a Declaration for Conbatting
International Terrorismduring the visit.

The decl aration, to be signed by Syed Hani d and Armi tage, woul d refl ect
Kual a Lunmpur's determination to continue to work with the USin fighting
gl obal terrorism he added

On the Mal aysi a Trade, Security and Economi ¢ Cooperation Caucus to be
| aunched by Dr Mahat hir Tuesday, Syed Hamid said it woul d serve as a bridge
for Mal aysia to convey accurate, conplete and the | atest i nformation on any
devel oprent i nvolving Mal aysia to the rel evant parties in the US.



It was also to foster networking and friendshi p between the two
countri es.

He said that for a country that played an i nportant role in gl obal
trade, such a mechani smwas i nportant to ensure that there was no vacuum
t hat coul d cause any ni sunder st andi ng.
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