25 JAN 2002
Huht al a- Tal i ban
U S. YET TO RECI EVE NOTE FROM M S| A ON TALI BAN PRI SONERS' TREATMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- U.S. Anbassador to Mal aysia Marie
Huht al a sai d t oday she has not reci eved any protest note fromMal aysi a on
all eged harsh treatnment of Taliban prisoners at the Areri can naval base in
Guant anano Bay, Cuba.

"I look forward to get the Malaysian Prine Mnister's neno and we' ||
deal with it when we get it," she said when asked by reporters about Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s statenent yesterday that the Mal aysi an Forei gn
M ni stry woul d be asked to send a protest note to the U . S. Governnment on
the matter.

Dr Mahat hir nade the statenent after chairing a neeting of the Umo
Suprenme Council which voiced out its protest against the "i nhumane"
treatnment given to the Taliban prisoners.

Huht al a said of ficials in Wshi ngton had expl ai ned that the U S. was
treating the prisoners in a humane way, including giving themappropriate
hal al meal s.

"The International Committee of the Red Cross (I CRC) recently nade a
visit to themand made sone reconendation to the governnent and we are
wor ki ng cl osely with the | CRC now, " she said after attendi ng a corporate
citizenship award presentation by the U S. Chanber of Commerce to the
Aneri ca- Mal aysi a Chanber of Conmerce for its Young Enterprise Programe.

Asked why the detained Taliban prisoners were not categorised as
prisoners of war accordi ng to the Geneva Convention, the anbassador sai d:

"They are not representatives of the governnment that we are at war
with, sothey don't really fall under the definition of prisoners of war.

"We've made that really clear. W don't consider themas prisoners of
war. So strictly speaking the Geneva Conventi on does not apply."

Huht al a sai d t he detai nees were sone of the "worst nmenbers of the
Tal i ban” and were intimately involved in acts of terrorism

She said it was very inportant for the U.S. governnent to interrogate
the prisoners in a safe environment.
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