18/ 12/ 2002

Thaksin to attend Raya open house in Jitra

KANGAR, Tues. a Thai Prinme Mnister Thaksin Shinawatra and several Cabi net
menbers are expected to | ead about 10,000 Thai nationals including senior
Governnment officials for the National Hari Raya Aidilfitri Open House
celebration in Jitra on Saturday.

Speci al posters in Thai prepared by the organi sers have been given to
Thai officials to be put up across south Thail and.

The posters read: "Hari Raya Open House cel ebrations at Jitra, Kedah
begi nning at 7pm Thai time (8pm- Ml aysian). Al are wel cone.”

A Thai Foreign Affairs Mnistry spokesman told the New Straits Tines
today: "Plans are being finalised for the Thai PMand his entourage to
attend the function while the invitation has been aired over radi o and
television stations here."

He said nore Thais living in the southern provinces bordering Ml aysi a
woul d take advantage of the invitation. The Bukit Kayu H tam/ Danok
checkpoint will be open 24 hours on Dec 21 for the arrival and return of
Thai national s.

The cel ebrati ons at Taman Tasi k Bandar Darul Aman are organi sed by the
Cultural, Arts and Tourism Mnistry and the Kedah State Governnent. Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Sirajuddin and Raja Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku
Fauzi ah as well as the Sultan and Sultanah of Kedah are scheduled to
attend.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir and Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain will deliver their speeches from 9pm and the
King will launch the celebration at 9.30pm

Dr Mahathir and several Cabinet nmenbers along with Kedah State
Governnent officials are scheduled to hold talks with their Thai counter-
parts in Haadyai on Sunday.
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