10 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r- Engl i sh
USE OF ENGLI SH SHOULD NOT BE POLI Tl Cl SED, SAYS PM

| POH, Aug 10 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
said today that the i ssue of the use of English in the teaching of
mat hemati cs and science should not be politicised as it is not an el enent
of politics but relates to a | anguage for the acquisition of know edge.

He al so sai d that using English would not change a person's cul ture or
identity as the main objective was to i nprove the achi evenment | evel of the
peopl e.

"I learnt English in school when | was very young but | did not becomne
an Engli shman. You will not becone an Engli shman just because you | earn
English," he said at a | uncheon attended by Perak Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
| eaders in conjunction with his visit tothe state, at the Menteri Besar's
resi dence here.

Dr Mahathir said that BN | eaders should also refrain fromturning it
into a political issue because the governnent only wants to ensure that
Mal aysi ans were know edgeabl e, | earned and highly articul ate at
international foruns.

"I don't believe that people who only | earn English as a subject can be
articulate in science, mat hematics and technol ogy at internationa
functions," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that an i ncreasi ng nunber of devel oped countri es was
now pl aci ng enphasi s on English |i ke Germany and Chi na whi ch had been
calling onits thousands of people to | earn the | anguage.

The prine mnister also said that the sensitive attitude towards the
other races and the spirit of sacrifice shoul d be further pronoted as they
had proven to contribute to peace and unity in the country.

He said that they had al so succeeded i n ensuring cooperation between
the various races under the Alliance and later the BN, turning Ml aysi a
into a nodel nation

"The Mal ays were prepared to drop the nane Mal ay Federation and the
Jawi script for the sake of cooperation with the other races,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the readiness to sacrifice, to set asi de persona
i nterest and be sensitive to the other races was the reason that the BN had
becone a noderat e party which had succeeded i n devel opi ng the country.

Dr Mahathir said that even though the BN had been noderate, the party
had frequently been threatened by racial extrem sts, be they Ml ays,

Chi nese or I ndi ans, through demands that coul d j eopardi se race rel ati ons.

"I'f we were to neet them(their demands), we will not have been able to
cooperate with the other races. If rejected, the Malays may just join
PAS...what will happen if Umo were to be defeated, will the MCA or M C be
able to cooperate with PAS, " he said.

The prinme ninister said that the BN s strength had brought about a
gover nnent whi ch was stabl e and succeeded i n overcom ng the various crisis
i ncl udi ng the 1997-98 econoni c sl owdown.

He said that Perak's rapid econom ¢ devel opnent including the revived
Proton City project in Tanjung Mali mwas the result of efforts of the state
and federal governments

Dr Mahathir's visit to the Perak today, which kicked off with his visit
tothe Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris (UPSI) in Tanjung Malim was his
first tothe state since he announced in June his intention to step down
next year.

Al so present was Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali.
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