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Serious fun in women's cause

Ant hea De Linma

THE message of 3R Day (3R stands for Respect, Relax and Respond), held
recently at KLCC Park in Kuala Lunmpur, was clear: Violence agai nst wonen
has got to stop.

3R is a show for wonen aired over TV3 (al so over Astro Ria) and its new
season has just begun.

The events of 3R Day shared the same thene and was held in the fun-
filled format of the TV show That 3R Day succeeded in getting the nmessage
across was apparent by the people crowding the boot hs which were manned by
vol unteers and staff of various wonen's organi sations and al so staff from
the Mnistry of Winen and Fam |y Devel opnent.

The event was co-organi sed by Wonen's Aid Organisation (WAO and Al
Wren's Action Society (AWAM, with support fromthe Mnistry.

Though the nessage ainmed to put across was serious stuff, the organisers
i nnovatively spread the word t hrough fun, ganes and nusic.

One of the events was a treasure hunt (the proceeds of which will be
donated to WAO and AWAM) whi ch had Putra LRT's invol venent. Another fun
activity was a cheer-1leading conmpetition that scored high on the
spectators' |ist because of the enthusiasm and energy of its participants.

The day culmnated with an evening concert that featured some top-notch
artistes, including Sheila Mjid, Anwar Zain, N ng Baizura, Canelia and
Too Phat .

The organisers wi sely chose a programe whi ch woul d appeal to the young;
after all, the target audience is young women.

VWil e the thene may have been sublimnal at times, it was always there,
and visitors to the park could not help but respond to its nessage.

"We chose to hold 3R Day for a nunber of reasons. Firstly, we were about
to begin a new season of the show and there was al so the fact that wonen
wor | dwi de were cel ebrating International Wnen's Day," said the
programe's executive producer Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir at a recent
intervieww th the New Straits Tines.

"W thought that the events of the day would be the perfect vehicle to
get this inportant nmessage across. Violence against wonen is an issue that
never dies and we felt that it was appropriate to highlight it at this
time. W were also very fortunate to have the opportunity to work wi th WAO
and AWAMin our efforts,” Marina added.

She al so said that the events of 3R Day were in keeping with the
programme’'s usual delivery of issues in a fun manner

"Qur audience is one that is open to many influences, such as MV, and
we feel that the best way to reach them as well as fulfil our social
responsibility, is to do so in a manner in which they would be interested.
We do not want to preach to them" she said.

AWAM vi ce president Manohary Subramani am who was on hand at AWAM s
boot h, was pl eased by the response fromthe nostly young audi ence.

"We are here to create awareness on the issue of rape and nost of the
woren that have stopped here have been keen to | earn nore about the
statistics on rape and what the current definition of rape is,"” she said.

The wonen who stopped by at the AWAM booth were asked if they would sign
a petition asking for further amrendnments to the rape | aw

"W want the authorities to widen the definition of what a rape
constitutes and the wonen here today seemto agree with us,"” Mnohary
sai d.



Visitors to the booth al so stopped to put their handprints and nessages
agai nst rape on a banner strung to one side of the booth.

"We are pleased that the people here were not only attracted by the
“fun' activities of the day. They seened to be genuinely interested in
| ear ni ng about vi ol ence agai nst wonen," she added.

WAO executive director Ivy Josiah was al so pl eased by the interest of
the visitors regarding viol ence agai nst wonen.

"This was basically an opportunity for WAOto work with 3R to reach a
target audi ence that 3R already has. W want to catch themwhile they are
still young and tell themthat they have a right to speak out against the
i ssue of violence agai nst wonen,"” she said.

"The rel ationship that the wonen's organi sati ons has devel oped with 3R
is one that is synergistic. W are reaching out to younger woren through a
popul ar vehicle and this is certainly a dynanm c and exciting partnership,”
she added.

"Al'l the partners here today, from3R to the different wonen's
organi sations to corporate sponsors, agree that one cannot stop saying
enough that viol ence against wonen is wong. W are fortunate that we have
had the opportunity to say it on this occasion, which in essence, is
celebratory," Ivy said.

Among the visitors to the booths set up by AWMBM WAO and the Mnistry
was student K. Shantina, 21.

"I heard about 3R Day on the radio and | thought that this would be a
good opportunity for me to conme out and show ny support for the issue of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen," she said.

Shantina al so said that she was interested in | earning nore about the
i ssues of the different wonen's organi sati ons and added that she woul d be
interested in volunteering her tine to help one of the group's in their
outreach services.

"Winen who have been raped or physically abused need not only our
synpat hy but also our help in resoving their problens. If possible,
would Iike to be involved in this area,” she said as she signed a petition
for stronger rape | aws.

Among the corporate sponsors of the day's events was L' Oreal Ml aysi a.
Its managi ng director Alvin Hew said the conmpany hoped to give back to
soci ety what it had reaped.

"We are pleased to be involved with 3R Day because we believe that our
goals coincide with 3R s, that of enpowernent for wonmen," he said

O her sponsors of the event included Kotex (which sponsored the
Cheerl eadi ng conpetition) and Putra LRT, which played host to hundreds of
school children who used the node of transportation in the treasure hunt.
* The witer can be contacted at ant hea@stp.com ny
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