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UNI TE AND USE O L AS "WEAPON', MAHATH R TELLS MJSLI M COUNTRI ES

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

MELAKA, COct 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has cal | ed on
Musli mcountries, especially those in Qpec, not to quarrel anmpng thensel ves
but to unite and use oil as a "weapon" to defend the Unmah (comunity).

"GOl is the only thing that the Muslins have which is needed by the
rest of the world," the prime mnister said.

"They can determ ne the supply. If they cut back on the supply, then
people will not be oppressive to them"

However, he |l amented that the Muslimcountries quarrel anong thensel ves
and i n the process, becone i neffective despite having power over oil.

"When one party wants to cut back the supply, another party wll
i ncrease supply (either) legally or illegally."

"As a result, they cannot use oil as a weapon to defend the Muslins, he
told a nedi a conference after opening the third "Malay and I slanic Wrld
Convention" in Tanjung Keling here.

When asked whether the tinme was right for the Organi sation of the
Pet rol eum Exporting Countries (Opec) to use oil as a weapon to defend the
Musl i ns as he suggested, the prinme mnister said that Opec did not entirely
consi st of Muslimcountries.

"There are a |l ot of non-Miuslimcountries involved with Opec. So, it is
up to the Muslimcountries to do what they can," he said.

Opec is an international organisation of 11 oil exporting countries
which rely heavily on oil revenues for their incomne.

Its current nmenbers are Al geria, Indonesia, Iran, Iragq, Kuwait, Libya,
Ni geria, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Venezuel a.

Opec nenbers col l ectively supply about 40 per cent of the world's oil
out put and possess over three quarters of the world's total proven crude
oi | reserves.

Opec oil and energy mnisters neet twice a year, or nore if required,
to deci de on the organi sation's output | evel and consi der whet her any
action to adjust output is necessary, based on current and antici pated oil
mar ket devel opnent s.

Asked whet her he agreed with the contention that US Presi dent George W
Bush's intention to i nvade Iraq has sonmething to dowith controlling oil
supplies, Dr Mahathir said: "The fact is that Irag is an oil producer but
nore inportantly, | think it is Afghanistan.”

Dr Mahathir said this is because oil fromcentral Asia would not reach
the sea without passing through Afghani stan.

"So there are sone people who say that the reason for the enmty
t owar ds Af ghani stan i s because they refuse to all owthe pipelineto be
built through that country," he added.
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