01/ 12/ 2002

PM Travel advisories seriously affecting tourism

LANGKAW , Sat. - Travel advisories issued by several countries warning
their citizens who travel to Malaysia that they face the risk of terrorist
attacks, are seriously affecting tourismarrivals.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said there was not nuch
Mal aysi a could do to counter such advisories except to | odge protests,
whi ch had al ready been done.

"I amvery disappointed as these advisories have a big inpact on us.

W& have objected, but that is all that we can do," he said during a
visit to the Gunung Machi nchang cabl e car project.

He was comenting on reports today which said that nmonthly tourism
arrival figures in Ml aysia had dropped by up to 300, 000.

On the cable car, a brainchild of the Prime Mnister |aunched on Nov 1
linking the Oriental Village tourist, shopping and food conmplex to the
peak of the 708-nmetre nountain, Dr Mahathir said he was happy to note the
hi gh nunber of visitors.

He | ater witnessed the signing of an agreenment between the Langkaw
Devel opnent Board (Lada) and Syari kat Prasarana Negara Berhad for the
latter to nanage the operations and nai ntenance of the cable car.

Lada was respresented at the signing cerenony by its general manager,
Dat uk Zai nal Karib Abdul Rahim while Prasarana Negara was represented by
its chief executive officer, R dza Abdoh Sall eh.
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