28/ 07/ 2002
"MCA nust strive for internal unity'

reports on "MCA General Assenbly 2002" by Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Patrick
PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday expressed hope
that MCA woul d be able to solve its internal problens and work towards
strengt heni ng the Bari san Nasi onal

Dr Mahathir, the BN chairman and Umo president, urged the second
| argest coalition nenber to strive for internal unity for the sake of the
noder at e Chi nese and the BN

"I hope this assenbly will be able to solve all the internal problens
and strengthen Bari san Nasional so that we could contribute positively to
the Governnment and the country,” Dr Mahathir said in his opening remarks
of his speech at the 49th MCA annual general assenbly yesterday.

BN deputy chai rman and deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi and | eaders of component parties were anong those present at the
assenbl y.

In his speech, which was considered by MCA del egates as an "early
warning" to the escalating racial intolerance in the country, Dr Mbhathir
al so rem nded MCA to remain noderate

"The truth is that only parties which are noderate and strong can forma
coalition |ike BN

"I'f we reject noderation and get into disputes within the party or with
ot her conponent nenbers, the harnony that we experience today
wi |l just vanish.

"W will be |ike many ot her devel opi ng nati ons which are unstable, not
progressive and unsafe,” he rem nded, adding the opposition parties were
radi cal and intolerant and if they came into power the country woul d
change as had happened in Kel antan and Terengganu under Pas rul e.

"The country will becone backward and the people will feel pressured.

"There will be no cultural freedomor religious freedomfor those who
don't share their (opposition's) sentinents,” Dr Mahathir said.

He told the MCA delegates: "Don't think that the BN cannot be defeated.
It can be defeated not because the opposition parties are stronger or
better but because of the weakness of the BN and its conponent parties ...
they will win by default."

Dr Mahathir said the concept and basis of BN were far nore inportant
t han i ndi vi dual s.

"As you know, | have decided to step down. Nobody pushed ne, it is a
decision | took nyself because | believe the time has cone for me to hand
over the | eadership of Umo and Bari san Nasi onal to another person

"By tradition, the deputy president of Umo succeeds the president and
so | have endorsed Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi as the president of
Umo, " Dr Mahathir said, to thunderous appl ause and shouts of "Hi dup
Mahat hir" fromthe floor.

He said the change of |eadership in the Governnent was not sonething
whi ch was spelt out in the Federal Constitution but it was a tradition
whi ch BN abi des by.

He said the snooth transition of power was inportant for the peace and
stability of the nation and as such urged the MCA to uphold the practice.

"I hope MCA will uphold this tradition and give its full support to
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi when he takes over as the fifth Prine
M ni ster of Ml aysia," he said.

At a Press conference later, the Prine Mnister was asked if he was
happy with BN s unity and co-operation



Expressing his confidence in the coalition, he said BN nenbers can work
toget her for the sake of the nation, putting aside whatever m nor
di fferences they may have.

"In the BN, we have no problem W can work together. As you could see,
when | come to an MCA neeting | get the sane kind of support that | get
fromthe Umo neeting, they even shout "H dup Mahathir'. Can you inagi ne
t hat ?

"When | was first appointed (as Umo president and Prinme M nister)
everybody said, "My God! What is going to happen?', but now they say "MW
God! He is going to step down.' So things have changed!" he remarked.
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