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DON T BLOW COVPUTER LAB | SSUE QUT OF PROPORTI ON, SAYS DR M

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d t he gover nnent shoul d be gi ven a chance to study the probl em
of delays in the school conputer |aboratory project.

He said no one including the media should bl ow the issue out of
proportion.

"Don't keep harping on this matter...give us a chance to study why it
happened,” he told reporters after attending the Foreign Mnistry's
Aidilfitri open house here today.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent was faci ng probl ens when i ssuing
contracts because there were too many aspects to be consi dered.

“"I'f inother countries, the contract is awarded to the best, usually
the biggest man; he will do a good job," he said.

"But in Mal aysia, we want to consider small contractors, Bum putera
contractors, whether they are eligible or not...soit isdifficult," he
sai d.

Theref ore, he hoped that the issue of four contractors failing to
del i ver school computer |aboratories on tinme would not be bl own out of
proportion.

"W will study this matter and try to solve the problem This is
sonet hi ng new, previously there were no probl enms. The gover nnent had built
hundreds of schools before this," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it did not nmean that students could not use conputers
i n school s wi thout conmputer | aboratories as conputers could be placed in
cl assroons.

"But, sonetines our people cannot do work if there are no specific
pl aces," he said.
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