UTUSAN BERI TA/ SI N CHEWEDI TORI AL EXTRACTS, JUNE 19, 2002, WEDNESDAY

UTUSAN BERI TA:

*** UTUSAN MALAYSI A and BERI TA HARI AN wri t e about the UWNO general assenbly
begi nni ng Wednesday.

UTUSAN observes that the struggle for the Malays is a conti nuous process in
whi ch UVNO Yout h, Wanita and Puteri have their respective role to play.

In order to survive, the Mal ays nust be told that they have to conpete in
the future.

This is the reality of the world.

Hence, the Mal ays have to be taught to change their m ndset frombeing
dependent on government subsidy to bei ng courageous i n whatever fi el ds.

The nechani smto change the thinking of the Malays is through educati on.

*** BERI TA HARI AN, neanwhile, says UMNO is already a 56 years-old party.

This is to say that the party has been accepted as the backbone of the
ruling coalition governnent under the Bari san Nasi onal banner.

BERI TA HARI AN bel i eves that the general assenbly is the best forumto
di scuss all the current issues which may affect the future of the country and
t he peopl e.

UMNO has the strength and maturity to deal the criticismand conplaints so
that all the suggestions and formul ae for inprovenent of the race can be reached
to a comon ground and under st andi ng.

BERI TA HARI AN al so calls on the the Mal ays to equi p thensel ves with the
know edge and expertise so that they would not be margi nalised in their own
country.

To be a great race, the Mal ays nust prove to the world that they can achieve
excel | ence and success fromwhat ever they want to do in the first place.

UMNO nmust remain strong to ensure the Malays' fate is protected.

The strength of the party depends very nuch on the Mal ays who val ue
excel | ence, know edge and conpetitiveness.

*** SIN CHEWJI T POH says the Malay conmunity needs to build-up its real
strength to meet the chall enges foll ow ng t he approach of gl obalisation.

Inthis respect, UMNO nust try to conplete its mssion in this nodern age,
so that the Malays will have nore space for survival and expansion.

The daily says the UWMNO general assenbly starting today, unlike the previous
assenbly, is expected to focus on several hot topics follow ng recent changes in
government policies -- the use of English as the nedi umof instruction in maths
and science, the offering of 10 per cent of the places in matricul ati on and MARA
Juni or Col | eges to non-bum putra students and the 10 quota for bum putra
students in private coll eges.

Senai UMNO di vi si on had even passed a no-confidence vote agai nst the
Education M nister.

The daily says the nove could be an attenpt to find out the reaction from
t he hi gher ups as Tan Sri Musa Mohamad i s only an admi nistrator.

SI N CHEW poi nts out the change in educational systemis a long-termeffort
to bring about greater national devel opnent.

It is also to overconme the Mal ays's weakness.



Dat uk Seri Dr. Mhathir Mohamad has hit out at the over dependent attitude
of the Mal ays.

AS A FAR- SI GHTED LEADER, THE PRI ME M NI STER SEES THE WEAKNESSES OF THE
COMMUNI TY.

He realises it will be difficult for Malays to seek a definite "position” in
the stiff and fast changing world if they do not progress fast enough

HI S DEPUTY DATUK SERI ABDULLAH AHVAD BADAW HAS ALSO WARNED THAT MALAYS W LL
BE I N AN "I LLUSI ONARY" ENVI RONMVENT | F THEY ARE SATI SFI ED TO BE I N A " PROTECTED
AND CONTROLLED COWPETI Tl VE AREA".

"Thi s coul d hinder the progress of the Ml ays".

The paper says there are factions in UVNO

Sone may try to use enotion and suspicion to gain nore support.

This may not be good for the progress of the comunity.

This coul d be nmore harnful than good for the progress of the conmunity, says
SI N CHEW

--- Bernamm

NANYANG SI ANG PAU EDI TORI AL EXTRACT, JUNE 19, 2002, WEDNESDAY

The peopl e nmust be prepared to readjust their approach in facing future
chal | enges

NANYANG SI ANG PAU says the country will face greater chall enges foll ow ng
t he approach of Asean Free Trade Area and gl obal i sation

I ndustries nmust be prepared to turn to hi-tech to neet the chall enges.

This will result in the reduction of job opportunities.

It says the recruitment of foreign workers is only to overcone the tenporary
shortage of workers

They shoul d not be over dependent on them

According to Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi ,
anmendnments to the I nmigration Act 2002 will cone into force on August 1.

Strict action, including conpul sory whi pping and jail sentence, will be
taken against illegal imrigrants, their enpl oyers, house owners who rent houses
to themand those who harbour themafter the enforcenent of the | aws.

The paper believes the policy will bring long termbenefit to the country.

It points out the influx of foreign workers especially the illegals has
created social problens.

As such, the peopl e nmust adopt a realistic approach and readjust their
attitude to neet the chall enges ahead, says NANYANG

---Bernama
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*** NST, in an editorial entitled " START-UP FUND' says w t hout a doubt, it
is awelcone gesture, especially com ng at a ti ne when enoti on appears to be
getting the upper hand over reason

"I ndeed, the nove by 11 non-Buni putera institutions of higher learning to
contribute atotal of Rb million to junp-start a special scholarship fund to
hel p needy bum putera students enrol in private coll eges shoul d rei nforce our
conviction that educationis for all."

Whether it is called the "Umo Youth I nstitutions of Higher |earning Fund",



or by any ot her nane, the setting up of the schol arship fund shows that all
parties, including those hankering for nore bum putera students in private
colleges are willing to address probl ens toget her, notes NST.

" The big task noww Il be to determ ne the nechanics of howit is going to
wor k t hough it has been roughly ascertained that the fund will be managed by a
conmi ttee conprising representatives fromUmo Yout h and t he private col | eges.

"I'n nost cases, bright bum putera students can easily earn schol arshi ps from
t he Government to enter public universities or institutions abroad."

But instead of sinmply focussing on the Bum putera students who are not
bright enough to get a Government schol arship, the conmttee shoul d al so | ook at
hi gh achi evi ng Bumi putera students who need to take certain courses avail abl e
only in the private coll eges, observes NST.

"Then, there will a better ethnic mx in the enrol ment of education
institutions, contributing consequently to a harmoni ous nmulti-racial society.

"The fund rmust signal nore to cone, so that none will suffer a lack of neans
in achi eving the education he desires."

In another editorial entitled "BANKI NG ON SMALL BUSI NESSMEN' says:

"To all banks, prudence equals profit. But the reluctance of sone of themto
extend |l oans to small and nedi um sei zed busi nesses i s harsh prudence which
sinply put, can equal insensitivity and | ack of foresight.

"I'f Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad has been pronpted to | anent yet again the
difficulties of the small businesman in getting | oans frombanks, the situation
nmust be as serious nowas it was two or three years ago, when t he econony was
sl uggi sh and t he spectre of non-performng | oans | ooned | arge over financia
institutions.

"He spoke about the many conpl ai nts recei ved by the Governnent agai nst banks
for their delays and inpractical approaches to SM |oan applications.

"And he expressed hope that these institutions would not only be interested
inderiving profits but alsointheir social responsibility to ensure the
success of the national agenda."

The Prime M nister and finance minister's words shoul d be heeded, notes NST

"Perhaps the main problemis a lack of understanding on the part of banks,
whi ch forget that small and nediumenterprises are i nportant elements inte
national economy and contribute significantly to econom c grow h.

"Banks al so al nost always carry the sinplistic notion that nost snmall and
medi umenterprises are not econonically viable and hence, if they borrow, can't
pay back.

"It is here that credit officers have a critical role to play, if only they
are equi pped wi th know edge of business to allowthemto better understand snal
entrepreneurs who apply for the | oans.

"They need to do proper eval uations of every applicant, regardl ess of the
si ze of the business.

"A better-trained credit officer can take a | onger-termvi ew beyond the
econom ¢ cycle."

Per haps even a reschedul e of the | oan repaynent schene coul d be wor ked out
for entrepreneurs facing cash-fl ow probl ens al ong the way despite their business
showi ng good prospects, notes NST

"At the sanme tine, small businessnen should realise that proper account
managenent i s essential and could certainly facilitate | oan applications.

"It is not secret that sone of these businesses don't have proper acocunts,
whi ch makes it difficult for banks to size up their capabilities and potential."



Ber nama
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