24 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r- Ret urn
PM RETURNS FROM JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA

KUALA LUMPUR, May 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad returned hone today froma five-day visit to Japan and Sout h Korea
that has hel ped strengthen ties with the two countries.

Japan and Sout h Korea, on which Mal aysi a has based its Look East
Policy, are among its major investors and tradi ng partners.

Dr Mahathir, arriving on a exective jet, was received at the RVAF base
in Subang here by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw
and ot her dignitaries.

The visit, two days in Japan and three in South Korea, is the latest in
a string overseas trips by Dr Mahathir this year. He recently returned from
atrip to Washington.

One of the nobst notable features of the Japan and South Korean trip was
t he support shown by Japanese Prime M ni ster Juni chiro Koi zum and Sout h
Korean President Kim Dae-Jung for the establishment of the Asean Plus Three
secretariat in Ml aysia.

Speaking to reporters, Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a woul d enhance its Look
East Policy invol vi ng South Korea by sendi ng nore students to the country.

He al so said that he was i npressed with South Korea's ability to repay
the US$56 billion loan it took fromthe International Mnetary Fund (I M)
during the economic crisis.

"We nust learn fromSouth Korea howit recovered so quickly," he said.

He sai d South Korea had many successful industries including
el ectroni cs, biotechnol ogy and car manufacturing which was so advanced.

The prime minister, who visited the Hyundai-Ki a Mtor research and
devel opnent centre in Hanyang, sai d he was i npressed with the conpany's
ability to produce 2.6 nmllion cars a year.

"This is a very big figure for a country that has yet to be recogni sed
as a devel oped country with a population of 46 nmillion," he said.

On his visit to Japan, Dr Mahathir said he di scussed with Koi zum
bi | ateral problens, Yen | oans which are currently under consi deration and
t he proposal to establish the Asean Pl us Three secretariat i n Mal aysi a.

He al so answered many questi ons on China while in Japan, he added.
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