23 APR 2002
Kor ea- Pol i cy
SOUTH KOREA WANTS TO | NI TI ATE LOOK SOUTH PCLI CY

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- South Korea, inspired by the
remar kabl e success of Mal aysia's Look East Policy (LEP), isinitiating a
simlar policy -- Look South Policy -- to acquire positive points fromthe
Mal aysi an nodel .

Sout h Korean anmbassador to Mal aysi a Rhee Young-M n said today the Look
Sout h Policy was expected to further pronote the transfer of applicable
val ues and experiences between his country and Mal aysia as wel |l as Japan.

He al so suggested that the LEP, which he said had brought the desired
results and accel erated Mal aysi a's devel opnent inits 20 years of
exi stence, now adopt a two-way rather than a one-way approach

"I think the foreign relationships anong the three countries shoul d be
on a reciprocal basis. Not only can you | earn fromJapan and Korea but the
peopl e of the two countries can also |l earn fromMal aysia," he tol d Bernama
at the sidelines of the International Conference on Ml aysia's Look East
Pol i cy: Chall enges and Contributions, here.

The two-day conference, which began yesterday, was opened by Chi ef
Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sansudin Gsman. It is part of the
policy's 20th anniversary cel ebration and is to discuss its strengths and
weaknesses.

The LEP, initiated by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in
1982 soon after he assuned of fice, essentially enphasi ses the need for
Mal aysi ans to emnul at e what was consi dered exenpl ary eastern work ethics
nor al e, val ues and managenent qualities and skills.

The policy, which was ai ned at | earning the secret behind Japan's and
Sout h Korea' s econoni ¢ success, had consi derably strengthened Mal aysi a's
diplomatic relations with both countries, Rhee said.

On the other hand, he said, Malaysia's success in overconing the
chal | enges and t he economi ¢ downturn in 1997 was an achi evenment whi ch Korea
and Japan could [ earn from

He sai d Mal aysi a had been under the strong i nfluence of the Wstern
countries since the 16th century.

"Al though you (Mal aysia) are in the Oient, you are not genui nely
Oiental people, but you have becone westerni sed peopl e especially, in the
ways of thinking.

"So, we can share that kind of know edge and managenent, " he said.

Rhee al so recommended t hat Sout h Korean officials and those fromthe
private sector visit Ml aysia and exchange experiences with their
counterparts on howto overconme the econonmc difficulties.

Asked whet her the LEP shoul d be continued, he replied in the
affirmative.

Rhee, who was one of the speakers at a session entitled "Look East
Policy: Prospects inthe 21st century", said in his working paper that
gi ven t he changi ng envi ronment that South Korea and Mal aysia are currently
facing, there was a need for a rethink on the objects and rol es of the LEP

"Qur many conmon chal | enges and conpl enentary resources call for
mut ual | y beneficial cooperation and exchanges," he sai d.

The fast pace of today's rapidly changi ng soci o-econoni ¢ environnment
al so required a change in both the val ues and rol es of the LEP, he added.

He said the policy should al so be further devel oped with nore enphasi s
on produci ng adequat e know edge-skilled workers to neet the demands of
wel | - educat ed and i nnovati ve human resources i n know edge- based i ndustri es.



"Thr oughout the Look East Policy, Korea and Ml aysia are expected to
draw up a stronger Human Resour ce Devel oprment Programe for Know edge
wor kers on the basis of existing programmes.

Rhee said the LEP shoul d al so serves as a catal yst for conprehensive
regi onal cooperation in East Asia to cope with the chall enges of
gl obal i sation, particularlyindevel opnental and technical cooperati on,
deened pivotal to narrowi ng the gaps anong East Asian nations.
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