10/ 03/ 2002
UM fire: “It's sabotage

Carol Murugi ah

SKUDAI, Sat. - The fire which damaged part of Universiti Teknol og

Mal aysi @' s Dewan Sultan |Iskandar is believed to be an act of sabotage,
Vi ce- Chancel | or Prof Datuk Mohd Zul ki fli Mhd CGhazali said today.

He said the university's investigations indicated that the fire started
at two or three places on the stage.

Al t hough police investigations pointed to a short-circuit, Mhd Zul kifli
said this was unlikely as the fire started between 11pm on Thursday and
2am on Friday when electricity consunption in the building was | ow.

He told a Press conference at UTMthat the university's electrica
engi neers and experts had conducted their own investigations, and their
findi ngs had been submitted to Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mhamnad.

He also said if arson was confirnmed, it was nost |ikely pronpted by
UTM s tough stand against lecturers, staff and students involved in
mlitant activities and anti-governnment propaganda.

UTM | ecturers Roshelny Ml Sharif, ldris Salimand Dr Abdul | ah Daud were
anong 23 who have been detained for alleged involvenent in Kunpul an
M litan Ml aysi a.

A second-year Managenent and Human Resources student was al so arrested
by police in January for allegedly trying to sabotage the Barisan
Nasi onal ' s | ndera Kayangan by-el ecti on canpai gn

The university had suspended the three |l ecturers, but had not decided on
the action to be taken agai nst the student.

Mohd Zul kifli rmaintained that the university had to cone down hard on
| ecturers and students found involved in such activities.

"We do not tolerate any indiscipline especially in respect of anti-
Government sentinments and | ecturers inciting students to rebel. Lecturers
have to conduct thenselves with proper decorum and behavi our,” he said.

The staff only discovered the fire on Friday norning when the hal
was found to be flooded with water fromthe sprinkler system which had
doused the flanes.

"Qur initial investigations indicate that the fire started fromtwo or
three different places on the stage. It destroyed mainly the curtains and
some stage equi pnent, causing | osses anmpbunting to RWV20O, 000.

"Fortunately, the danage was limted by the sprinkler system which
managed to douse the flames before it could spread to other parts of the
bui | di ng."

The bl aze occurred just as the university was preparing to hold severa
maj or events at the hall next week.

The Vi ce-Chancel |l or said the damage woul d be repaired in time for both
occasi ons.

The UTMfire comes | ess than a year after the June 29 pre-dawn fire
whi ch destroyed Universiti Malaya's Dewan Tunku Cansel or just two days
before Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad was schedul ed to give
a speech there.

Mohd Zul kifli said security has since been beefed up at the UTM hal |,
adm nistration centre and library to prevent simlar occurrences.

The police, Fire and Rescue Departnent and Chemi stry Department are al so
conducting detailed investigations into the bl aze.

Meanwhil e, State Crimnal Investigation Departnent chief Senior
Assi stant Conmm ssioner (11) Tan Seng Eng said investigati ons were on-going
al t hough a short circuit had been initially suspected.
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