13 APR 2002
Mahat hi r - Vasakhi
PRIME M Nl STER, DR SI TI HASMAH EXTEND VASAKH GREETI NGS

KUALA LUWMPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- The Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, today extended
Vasakhi Day greetings to the Ml aysi an Si kh conmmunity.

In his message on the occasi on of Vasakhi Day, Dr Mahathir said
Mal aysi a was a nost fortunate nmulti-racial country where religion and
customdi d not pose any probl em

"We are able to observe together various different cel ebrations in the
spirit of unity. This has nmade our people and country richer in culture and
this has very nuch anazed forei gners who never realised that different
races can |ive peacefully together," he said.

In this diversity, people were able to practise deep nutual respect for
the different cultures and customs of the various communities inthis
country, the Prinme M nister said.

Thi s under st andi ng had noul ded a Mal aysi an conmunity with a hi gh degree
of tolerance which had i ndeed contributed nuch to Mal aysia's success as a
nation state, Dr Mahathir said.

"There are not many countries where people of different race,
religion,language and culture are able to |live together in peace and
tranquility. Usually such a situation will be unstable and it will be
difficult to achieve progress."

The Prine M nister said even though the majority of Mal aysi ans were
Miusl i m people of other religions were al ways free to practise their
respective faiths

“In Malaysia there is no obstruction in the way of anyone practi sing
his own culture, | et al one oppression of any race. W are grateful that the
maj ority of our people are al ways noderate i n what ever action they take.

Mal aysi ans do realise that any formof extremi smwll not bring any good,"
Dr Mahat hir said.

Dr Mahathir said despite being a minority in Mal aysi a, the achi evenent
of the Sikhs in various professional fields was i ndeed a pride to the
country.

This clearly showed that in Mal aysia the opportunity for anyone to
pursue success had no limt provided the person was willing to work hard,
he said.

"Today, Mal aysian Sikhs are cel ebrating Vesakhi Day together with other
races i n peace and happi ness. Vasakhi is an inportant cel ebration of the
Si khs, a day of purification and al nms giving for the good of humanity," the
Prime M nister said.

Dr Mahat hir hoped all Ml aysians would join in the celebrations so that
the Si kh conmmunity woul d not feel that they were a minority.
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