08 JUN 2002

VATI CAN CI TY MEETI NG A BOOST TO MAHATHI R S | MAGE

SEPANG, June 8 (Bernama) -- The neeting between Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Pope John Paul |1 yesterday was a historic occasi on which has
enhanced Dr Mahathir's international standing, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik said today.

He said the Prime Mnister's neeting with the Head of the Roman
Catholic Church at the Vatican City was further proof that Dr Mahathir was
a respected and progressive Miuslimleader.

"The neeting was a historic opportunity and the Prime Mnister, who is
known for his noderate and progressive stand, had been wel | received," he
told reporters at the Sel angor MCA Convention here.

Dr Mahat hir and t he Pope exchanged vi ews on various issues, including
the Pal estine-lsrael conflict.
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