22 JAN 2002
Abdul | ah- School s
T' GANU SCHOOL PRQJIECT STALLED AS STATE REFUSES TO @ VE LAND

KUALA TERENGGANU, Jan 22 (Bernamm) -- The construction of 23 schools in
Ter engganu pl anned for | ast year has failed to get off the ground because
the state government refuses to provide | and for the project, Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

The Deputy Prime M nister said the federal governnent had al | ocat ed
RV270 mi I lion for project, whichincludes the construction of 11 secondary
school s at a cost of RML70 million.

"It's not that we have no capability, it's not that we don't have
noney, it's not that there are no allocations...we have everything but the
proj ect cannot be i npl enent ed because there is no | and.

"These school s are needed by Terengganu but we cannot undertake the
construction because the Terengganu gover nnent does not want to cooperate
and has not provided | and for the project,” he told reporters after
chairing the Terengganu Umo neeting here.

Abdul | ah, who is Terengganu Umo chi ef, said the state government had
refused to cooperate although the allocation provided was t he nornal
al l ocation fromthe federal governnent.

"The Terengganu gover nnent does not |ike to receive special paynent
because it considers it haramand so on...but this is the nornal allocation
fromthe federal governnent to build schools," he said.

He said the state government's attitude was detrinental to the people
of Terengganu, especially children who need nore places i n school s.

"To ne, this is a big problembecause in order to build schools |Iand
must be provi ded by the state governnment," he said.

Abdul | ah said the state governnent would be reninded to all owthe
federal governnent to inplement the project.

Asked i f the state governnent feared that the project could be
politicised, Abdullah said: "W want to build schools...thereis nothingto
politicise; we want to build schools for the people."

He said if the state government insisted on not cooperating, the
al I ocations m ght be used to build schools in other places.

Asked on Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohammad' s st at ement
that the governnent m ght bar PAS fromrunning pre-schools, Abdullah said
t he governnent had received conplaints fromparents that what was taught to
their children had political undertones.

"They send their children to these schools in the hope that they can
learn religious matters full-time, but sone topics not related to religion
but with political undertones were included in the progranmme,” he said.

On the neeting, Abdullah said it reviewed Terengganu Umo's perfornmance
| ast year and was satisfied that the activities conducted by the body had
attracted nore support for Umo.

Fol | owi ng the programmes conduct ed, many PAS nenbers had agreed to join
Umo, he said.

"Atotal of 5,519 PAS nenbers joined Umo | ast year, and this is a very
good devel opnment and shows that t hey are convi nced of Umo's struggle," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah sai d Umo had di scharged its responsibilities without creating
any problens to non-Mili ns.
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