12 AUG 2002
TI MOR- MALAYSI A
TI MOR LOCKS TO MsI A FOR GUI DANCE | N DEVELOPMENT

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 12 (Bernama) -- The new y-independent nation of Ti nor
Lorosae is | ooking to Malaysia to help in its socio-econoni ¢ devel opnent as
it regards the latter as the best nodel for devel opnent planning and
resour ce managenent.

An agricultural nation with largely rich untapped oil and gas
resources, the country i s | ooking for cooperative ventures with Malaysiain
as nmany areas as possible, its Prime Mnister, Dr Mari Amude Al katiri, said
t oday.

Dr Mari, who arrived here yesterday | eadi ng a 27-nenber high-Ileve
del egation to Mal aysi a i ncl udi ng 17 busi nessmen, nade t hese comment's duri ng
a neeting with Prime M nister Datuk Dr Mahat hir Mohamad here.

Briefing reporters on the outcone of the nore than one hour neeting,
Deputy Foreign Affairs M nister, Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad, said Ml aysi a
was willing to assist Tinor Lorosae i n education, industrial devel oprent,
agriculture, health as well as joint ventures in the oil and gas industry
t hrough Petronas.

Besi des this, Mal aysia has already and will provide further training of
the police and mlitary forces of the newdenocratic republic which has a
popul ace of about 800, 000 peopl e.

In a 1999 referendum Ti nor Lorosae, then known as Tinor Ti nur or East
Ti mor, voted to secede fromlndonesi a which had annexed it on July 16,
1976.

The United Nations Transitional Authority in East Tinor (UNTAET)
governed the territory from21999 until nati onhood was decl ared on May 20,
2002.

Its capital and |l argest city is Dili which has a popul ati on of 65, 000
whil e the country's econony is primarily based on fishing and farnm ng with
unenpl oynent at 70 percent.

Its natural resources include offshore oil and gas, while its exports
conpri se cof fee, oil and natural gas, tinber, fish, spices, coconuts and
cacao while its major trading partners are Australia and Portugal .

M ni ster of International Trade and I ndustry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz,
when nmet on the sidelines of the neeting, said Mal aysia woul d [ ook to
hel pi ng t he fornmer I ndonesi an col ony t hrough i nvest nents i n downst reamand
export oriented sectors.

She said the country al so sought consultations with Petronas for
assistance in setting up infrastructure facilities to help develop its oi
and gas sector.

Raf i dah sai d Mal aysi a woul d al so of fer whatever experience it had in
setting up a governnent adm nistration, infrastructure, i nvestments and
i ndustry.

She said that the Tinor side had proposed to set up a joint
adm ni strative and economic comm ssionto followup on these efforts.

Mal aysia will also help themout in setting up their enbassy here, she
added.

As for trade, she said Ml aysi ans were already present in Tinor but on
a very small scale.

M Tl, she said would offer the services of the Mal aysi a | ndustri al
Devl opnent Aut hority (M DA) and Mal aysi an External Trade Devel opnent
Corporation (Matrade) to set up and i nvestnent rules and | aws that Ti nor
had yet to devel op.



She said it was of special significance for Dr Mari to pick Ml aysi a
for his first overseas visit after gaining i ndependence.

Meanwhi | e Toyad sai d assi stance fromMal aysia will be in the formof
training in adm nistration, information and devel opnent efforts through
National Institute for Public Adm nistration (I NTAN) and I nstitute of
Di pl omacy and Forei gn Rel ations (I DFR).

It will also include providing facilities for higher education,
schol ar shi ps and grooni ng Ti norese students for administrative and
devel oprment wor kf or ce.
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