22 MAY 2002
St udent s-Kal a Patt ar
STUDENT FAUZI Al M5 TO SCALE MOUNT EVEREST NEXT

KOTA BAHARU, May 22 (Bernama) -- Universiti Teknologi Mara (U TM
student Muhanmmad Fauzi Jasni, 19, who successfully scal ed Mount Kal a Pattar
in Nepal with 26 others this nmonth has now set his sights on a second
chal l enge - to scal e Mbunt Everest and make the nation proud.

The student of Information Studies says he would like to enmul ate two
Mal aysi an cl i nbers who conquered Everest in 1997 -- M Mahendran and
N. Mohanandas -- and to keep the "Ml aysi a Bol eh” flag flying.

The Ui TM students scal ed the nountain on May 1 under the "XPDC Kal a
Pattar And Everest Base Camp" teamthat set off on April 20 and returned on
May 7.

Muhammad Fauzi says," Qur success at Kala Pattar has created a burning
desire in ne to nove to the next step, that is the Everest, and | am
confident of conquering it," he told Bernama here.

The Kala Pattar, at 5,545 netres or at | east tw ce the height of Gunung
Ki nabalu is frequently used as a test before proceeding to ascend Everest,
the worl d's highest peak.

Muhanmmad Fauzi said the teamnenbers, including six female clinbers had
pl aced t housands of the Jalur Genilang or national flags at the peak in the
shape of the letter "M, at a height of 4,000 netres.

He said the letter "M was selected for the fornmation at the peak as it
coul d i ndi cate "Ml aysi a, Mahathir, MARA, Mel ayu and Muslin'.

The clinbers had recei ved gui dance froman Everest clinber, Fauzan
Hassan, who works at the University.

Muhammad Fauzi who hails fromKanpung Tanjung Mas here said the team
had enbar ked on several clinbs since the end of |ast year to fanmliarise
t hensel ves

These i ncl uded ascendi ng maj or peaks in the country such as Bukit
Taboh, Gunung Ledang, Gunung Nuang, Gunung Berinchang and Genti ng
Hi ghl ands.

"However the weat her at the peak of Kala Pattar was bel ow freezing
poi nt and nost of the clinbers suffered fromheadaches,” he said.

The team nenbers al so suffered bouts of food poi soning but managed to
handl e the situation and proceeded to the peak.

Muhammad Fauzi who al so experienced severe stonmach upset m dway during
t he expedi tion deci ded to continue his quest with encouragenent fromother
t eam nenber s

The student clinmber who had never been exposed to mountain clinbing
prior tothis trip said he was happy with the expedition and had recei ved
support and conti nuous encouragenent fromhis famly.

"Prior to the event | was a cyclist representing Kelantan for the
cross-country and road race events and had never inagined | would switchto
nmount ai n clinbing," he said.

Muhanmad Fauzi al so advi sed youths to spend their tine taking up
endur ance sports instead of |oafing.

Endur ance sports such as mountain clinbing woul d undeni ably offer a
hi gh | evel of satisfaction while at the sane tinme help pronote the country
and keep the "Ml aysi a Bol eh" spirit alive, he added.

- - BERNANA

ZI RAR NMD ANA



	STUDENT FAUZI AIMS TO SCALE MOUNT EVEREST NEXT (Bernama 22/05/2002)

