31 JAN 2002
Khalil-Clip
VI DEO CAPSULE NOT DI RECTED AGAI NST OPPOSI TI ON- KHALI L

SEREMBAN, Jan 31 (Bernama) -- The airing of a video clip over TVl on
t he shooting to death in cold bl ood of a veil ed Af ghan woman by t he Tal i ban

and the confessions of a man involved in the Menmali incident is not
di rected agai nst the opposition.
Information M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today it was instead

ai ned at serving the public interest.

"Qur task is to give adequate background and nessage whenever there is
a current issue. If it is not of public interest, we will not show "

"This subject is not only inportant for us to understand what is
happeni ng in the country but al so overseas where such i nci dents becone a
hot subject with the governnent and the public focused onit," he told
reporters here.

Earlier he delivered a keynote address at the Information M nistry's
vi sion and m ssion revi ew session. Al so present were Deputy Information
M ni ster Datuk Khalid Yunus, the ministry's Parlianentary Secretary Dat uk
Zai nuddi n Mai di n, heads of departnent and state directors of information
and broadcasti ng.

Khal il said the Information Mnistry believed that such a video clip
was nost appropriate to enable the public to understand the actua
situation.

"Qur intentionis to give as much i nformati on as possi ble so that the
public will understand, for instance, there are nmany peopl e i ndeed
particul arly anong t he young generati on, who have forgotten past events."

"The young generation which has just reached the voting age, have not
been exposed to t he seriousness of past incidents...hence we are rem ndi ng
them In the course of conveying information, historic material becones an
i mportant input," he said.

He said the Information M nistry through Radi o and Tel evi si on Mal aysi a
(RTM woul d continue to air video clips on various current issues as these
were of public interest.

On the foreign nedia claimthat Ml aysi a was supposedl y the | aunchi ng
pad for terrorist operations, Khalil said such clains were nerely to
tarni sh Mal aysia's i nage

"The clai mis unfounded and irrational. They (foreign nedia) have a
certain agenda.. ... t hey cannot bear to see Mal aysi a progress....cannot bear
to see our | eaders becom ng influential and so on."

"Expl anati ons have been gi ven unpteen ti nes including by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad hi nsel f but the forei gn nedi a does not
publish it or accept it, but continues to make i naccurate reports," he
sai d.

The three-day revi ew sessi on whi ch began yest erday was ai med at
eval uating the overall functions of the ministry with aviewto planning
and nmaki ng adj ustnents for action next year.

“I'nthis respect, the Information M nistry evaluated its achi evenents
| ast year in planning for the future," Khalil said.

This was inportant so that every departnent and agency in the mnistry
woul d act in coordinationin conveying the governnent nessage, he added.
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