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View fromthe top i n Langkaw

Shanti Gunar at nam

LANGKAW for years only told the story of Mahsuri to all who visited the
i sl and, selfishly keeping another very much to itself. But all that is
about to change soon.

Thanks to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Langkaw
Devel opnent Authority (Lada), we will not only get to hear the tale of
Machi nchang Mountain in Burau Bay but will also see the beauty of the 550-
mllion-year-old structure when the RMA5 million nono cabl e gondol a
system |inking the base, Oiental Village shoppi ng conpl ex grounds, to the
top of the 708m nountain starts soon

The tal e of the Machi nchang Mountain is an interesting one but its
veracity is difficult to vouch for

The island has two nountain peaks - @unung Raya (Main Muntain) and
@unung Machi nchang (t he Chopped Munt ain).

According to a local |egend, the two nountains were once two marti al
arts masters and warriors - Mat Raya and Mat Chi nchang - sworn enem es who
were cursed by a strange creature called Gedenbai and turned to nountains
after the two nen started a massive fight at their children's weddi ng
cerenony. Mat Chinchang is said to have gone on a choppi ng spree.

The broken pots and pans at the weddi ng cerenony becane Bel anga Pecah (a
village in Langkawi ), the spilt gravy becane Kuah (the island s mjor
town) and seeped gravy was called Kisap (a village).

A third person, Mat Sawar, who was Mat Raya's friend, too, was cursed by
the creature and he becane Bukit Sawar.

But with the nountain being accessible via cable car, a different but
beautiful story awaits to be told - that of its surrounding flora, fauna,
vegetation and the conplete view of the island and geol ogi cal features of
t he nmount ai ns.

Wth stunning and magnificent vistas, Munt Michi nchang and the Austrian
cable cars are going to be a big attracti on when the service is put into
operati on soon.

Fromthe very top of Munt Mchinchang, visitors will get a 360-degree
view of the the whole island group, the Datai peninsula, Andaman Sea and
the southern Thai islands of Ko Terutai and the southern Thai province
Satun coastl i ne.

The 15-mi nute journey up the nountain is definitely not for the weak-
hearted but the scenery bel ow that shows off the 4,167 ha of virgin jungle
of the Machi nchang Mount ain Forest Reserve and Telaga Tujuh is a feast for
t he eyes.

VWil e the cable car project was under construction, a second waterfal
was al so di scovered

As the six-seater gondol as edges hi gher and hi gher up the steep nountain
slope, the trees in the valleys and ravi nes bel ow seem nuch taller than
those on the walls of the nmountain, on which short and sturdy trees grow

This is because the mountain walls have less top soil and retain |ess
noi sture conpared to the lush ravines and valleys. Seeing is believing,
says project co-ordinator Allan Tan

"W ourselves didn't know what was up there until we went up during the
many exploratory trips in helicopters and small planes. Even when we
started this project in April 2001, we made sure the greenery will not be
touched, " he says.

"The nmono gondol a cabl e system was chosen because it's very environnent



friendly. We didn't touch any part of the forest reserve except for a few
netres which had to be cleared to construct one of the two towers."

However, no ot her devel opnent has been planned for the Machi nchang
Mount ai n except for the viewing platforns, a restaurant and probably a
suspensi on bridge over the valley.

"There's no acccess road or water supply at the very top that has an
area of only about 21 ha. The water catchnent area can only supply water
for two or three days at the nost. It won't be viable to build anything.
The restaurant operator will have to take water up everyday," says Tan

The npbst interesting and rare feature of this cable car project is the
angle station - this nmeans fromthe mddle station, the gondol as nmake a
45-degree turn to reach the top where there are nore viewing platfornms and
wal kways.

Visitors will be given the option of getting down at both stations to
wal k about and enjoy the scenery.

Al in, 35 gondolas will be used to ferry visitors to the nountain and
in an hour sone 700 people can be taken to the top

Prof essor Dr Ahnad Jantan, an independent consultant |ooking into the
geol ogy and geo-tourism aspect of Machi nchang Muntain, says judging from
the ripple marks and rock surface of the mountain itself, it was once a
seabed that was pushed up over tinme.

"It is definitely an interesting place to come to see the rock features
that are only unique to this place. There is a wide variety of rocks in a
smal | area and peopl e should take advantage of that."

The other interesting geol ogical facts about the nountain are the very
rare sand stone, cone and round shaped hilllock, the Machinchang ranges
that |l ook |like the back of a dragon fromthe top, wild orchids, rock
col l apse structure and al so the vertical collapse structure besides the
flora, fauna and vegetati on.

"Machi nchang Mountain can and has the potential to be classified as a
wor |l d heritage geol ogical park. There is a track for trekking at the
forest reserve and those who want to get a closer | ook of the nountain,
can sinply opt to go on foot," Ahmad says.

The soft l[aunch of the cable car project will be held on Monday with the
of ficial opening by Dr Mahathir planned for a later date

The launch will see those in the travel and tourismindustry being
invited to view the nountain's offerings via the gondol a.
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