08 MAR 2002
Mal aysi a- Vi et nam
VI ETNAM VALUES TI ES W TH MALAYSI A, SAYS SYED HAM D

PUTRAJAYA, March 8 (Bernama) -- Vietnamvalues highly its ties with
Mal aysi a, being one of the first countries to establish cooperationwth
it, said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar today.

He said the bilateral ties had expanded to include the | atest nove by
Mal aysia to import workers fromVietnamfor certain sectors.

"I think Vietnamhas a high regard for Mal aysia,” he told reporters
after receiving a call fromhis Vietnanese counterpart Nguyen Dy N en at
Wsma Putra here.

He said this Kuala Lunpur-Hanoi ties was reflected in the fact that
Mal aysia is one of the three Asian countries having the bi ggest i nvest nent
in Vi etnam besi des being ranked 13th in the world.

Dy Ni en, who arrived yesterday, is heading a Vi et nanese del egation to
the Mal aysi a- Vi et nam Joi nt Commi ssi on neeting here.

Syed Ham d said Vietnamhad also invited Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad for a visit.

The last time Dr Mahathir visited Vietnamwas in 1996.

The vol ume of bilateral trade in was RVB. 4 billion.

As at |ast January, Malaysia's exports to Vietnamincreased by 13.7 per
cent to RML77.5 mi|llion conpared to January | ast year.

Over the past decade, Vietnamhad opened its doors to the outside world
and succeeded in attracting foreign investnent.
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