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VISIT TO KL, THAI LAND " FRU TFUL", SAYS ARROYO

MANI LA, May 9 (Bernama) -- President Goria Arroyo today descri bed as
"fruitful and rewardi ng" her just-concluded whirlw nd visit to nei ghbouring
Mal aysi a and Thai | and.

In her arrival statenent, she cited her tal ks with Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad whi ch, she said, forged firner political and
economi c ti es between the Philippines and Ml aysi a.

"The visit has brought the Ml aysi an people closer to our own in terns
of greater security, progress and soci al advancenent,"” Arroyo, who al so
del i vered a keynot e address at the Pacific Basin Econom ¢ Council neeting
in Kual a Lunpur, said.

Arroyo and Dr Mahathir witnessed the signing of atrilateral agreenent
by the Philippines, Mal aysia and | ndonesia in the fight against terrorism
and transnational crines.

"In tinmes of chall enge and opportunity, there is nothing nore natural
or easier than to | ook to our nei ghbours for mutual ly benefici al
arrangenents," she said.

Arroyo praised Dr Mahathir for hel ping the Philippines bring about
peace and progress in the troubl ed M ndanao regi on.

Phi | i ppi ne government and Moro | sl am c Li beration Front representatives
si gned an agreenent to undertake humanitarian, rehabilitation and
devel opnent projects in the region.

Arroyo said the accord "paves the way for the participation of the
I sl ami ¢ Devel oprent Bank i n the rehabilitation and devel oprment effort” in
sout hern Phili ppi nes.

She said she was al so pl eased that while in Kuala Lunpur, officials of
Maybank, a | eadi ng Mal aysi an bank, informed her of their plans to put up
branches i n M ndanao to support the governnent's devel opnment thrust in the
regi on.

Wil e i n Bangkok, Arroyo said, Thai Prime M nister Thaksin Shinawatra
pl edged to join the Philippines, Ml aysia and I ndonesia in the fight
agai nst international terrorism

She al so witnessed the signing of six business agreenents worth al nost

US$1 billion that would further expand trade rel ati ons between the
Phi | i ppi nes and Thai | and.
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