16 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - School s
VI SI ON SCHOOLS PROMOTE UNI TY

KUALA TERENGGANU, Aug 16 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d today that the establishment of vision schools will be extended
because the concept can pronbte racial unity.

The prinme mnister said he hoped that the vision schools would be fully
accepted by the nmultiracial society in the country.

Under the vision school concept, the national, Chinese and Tanil
school s are housed i n one conpl ex and share common facilities |ike canteens
and pl aying fields.

Dr Mahathir said that the best way to bring the children of various
races together and to encourage themto interact was to ensure that all the
students studied in the national schools.

"However, we find that many (parents and students) are not interested
because of too much politicking that the national schools nowwant to
segregate the races, |ike for exanple, Muslims cannot mx with the
non- Musl i ms, " he said.

Because of this problem the non-Mislins were not interested in
studying in the national schools, Dr Mahathir, who is on a one-day visit to
Terengganu, told a news conference, here.

Yest erday Education Mnistry parlianmentary secretary Datuk Mahadzir
Mohaned Khir said that setting up vision schools nationwi de was the best
way to tackl e the problemof racial polarisation in schools but this
obj ective was hanpered by opposition fromsone parti es.

Earlier, when openi ng the Terengganu Bari san Nasi onal Convention, Dr
Mahat hir sai d PAS and t he Chi nese educati oni st novenment, the Dong Ji ao
Zong, had conspired to oppose the governnment's efforts to enhance the
know edgeability of the Ml ays.

"PAS and the Dong Zong are the sane. W cannot support these peopl e.
PAS wants the Malays to remain stupid and susceptible to their lies.

He sai d PAS di sl i ked know eadgeabl e Mal ays because cl ever Mal ays woul d
be wise to their ploy and reject them

Asked about the BN s chances of westing Terengganu fromPAS in the
next general election, he said the chances were bright.

"I think the support is very strong...different from1999," he said.
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