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Naji b- Antarctica
VI SI' T TO ANTARCTI CA MANI FESTS " MALAYSI A BOLEH' SPIRI T

By Ahmad Zuki man Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 27 (Bernama) -- For Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak the Prime Mnister's visit to Antarctica has left himwith a deep
psychol ogi cal effect -- the country can succeed in all fieldsinline with
t he "Mal aysi a Bol eh" spirit.

"The Prinme M nister has al ways been chal | engi ng us to do sonet hi ng
extraordi nary, something that has not been thought about by others, so that
it will beconme our culture.”

"The visit to Antarctica represents an extraordi nary nove,"” he told
Bernana whil e recal ling his experience while being part of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s t eam whi ch spent ni ne days on t he huge i ce-covered
continent early this nmonth

For Najib it was a very useful and unforgetabl e experience.

"Meaning, that if we are bold and determ ned there i s no work which we
cannot do."

"Event hough peopl e are fearful when we nmention Antarctica.... but if we
are i ntent on achi eving the objective of a particular task, God willing, we
can succeed," he said.

Naj i b was anong t hree Federal Cabinet M nisters who had the opportunity
to be part of the Prine Mnister's team the others being Science,

Technol ogy and Envi ronment M ni ster Datuk Law Hei ng Di ng and Forei gn
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

He sai d even t hough there were easier ways of reaching Antarctica, the
Prime Mnister's teamwhich al so included Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed
Ali, used an ice-breaker to go there.

"I suppose we did it the hardest way by going on board the ice-breaker
| think the Prime Mnister wanted a real adventure, he did not want an easy
way. "

'"It was truly an adventure, particularly the sea voyage.... at one tinme
it was quite rough, the ship was listing at 45 degrees."
According to Najib, "There are three ways to go there -- using the

i ce-breaker that we did, the second is a normal cruise ship and the third
way is to go via the deep south where the Americans, Australians and New
Zeal anders operate special aircraft to Antarcti ca.

Fromthe political aspect, Najib felt the visit would strengthen
Mal aysia's positioninthe international arena particularly when it spoke
about Antarctica

"The aimof the Prine Mnister's visit, apart frombeing the | ast
continent on earth for himto visit, for had visited all the other
continents, istosignify the starting point of his notion that Antarctica
benefit all mankind."

In 1981, Dr Mahathir directed Wsna Putra to nove the notion in the
United Nations and it was well received.

Following that all clains to Antarctica were set aside until 2048 while
exploration for oil, mnerals and so on was not all owed.

"When the Prime M nister takes such a serious view by maki ng the
| ongest ever trip made by any head of governnent, by visiting Antarcti ca,
it certainly gives Mal aysia a strong stand at the i nternational |evel,"
Najib said.

Naj i b, who never thought that he would step foot on Antarctica, said
t he experi ence opened his eyes to the scenic beauty of this unique
continent, which was bigger than Australi a.



"It's arevelation, an experience with no conparison to others as
Antarctica is a unique continent,"” he said.

"Antarcticais clean as can be....no sea, air or land pollution...we
can see the cl eanliness and beauty of the earth's surface..... pure
crystalline beauty with no conpari son with other places,"” he said.

Najib was also highly inpressed with Antarctica's wildlife and physi cal
features -- icebergs, glaziers, caverns, interplay of colours not found
el sewhere.

"I did not knowthat the iceberg appears bl ue or torqoi se when we | ook
fromnear...this is because of the sun's rays."

"When the sun's rays shine through the ice, its colours resenble the

rai nbow spectrum .. what goes through is blue and torqouise.... that's why
you see bl ue and torqoise."
- - BERNAMA
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