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VI TAL FOR WORKERS TO POSSESS KNOALEDGE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that it is inportant for Mal aysi an workers to acquire know edge to
face the gl obalisation era and bring greater devel opnent to the country.

"Knowl edge is inportant in a human civilisation and if it is not
acquired, the country will not progress. Infact, it will be col oni sed by
foreigners,” the Prime M nister said.

He said if Ml aysi an workers were not know edgeabl e, they woul d be
maki ng deci si ons or assessments on probl enrs based on enoti ons.

"When we are know edgeabl e, our decisions will be nore rational and be
intheinterests of all parties, the governnment, enpl oyers and enpl oyees, "
he said at a Workers' Day rally for public sector workers at the Nationa
Institute of Public Administration (Intan) here.

The thene for the celebration is ~Know edgeabl e Wrkers Make for a
Progressive Nation".

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi ans shoul d spare no efforts to acquire
know edge, and in this world of gl obalisation Mal aysi an workers shoul d be
careful if they did not want to see the country's i ndependence and peopl e's
di gni ty under m ned.

"This is what we want to avoid, and all parties shoul d understand that
t he gover nment made deci sions after considering their interests,"” he said.

He sai d progress woul d be nmeani ngl ess if the people could not get to
enj oy the benefits of the devel opnent.

He said workers possessed a powerful and an effective weapon as t hey
could resort to strikes to pressure the governnent for their own interests.
"It is clear that the weapon given to workers is very powerful and
ef fective but a weapon is only good if it is put to good use and not

ot herwi se, " he said.

However, he said workers in the country did not resort to strikes and
were prepared to settle their problens t hrough di scussions, and this spirit
of consultation was shared by enpl oyers and t he gover nnment.

Dr Mahat hir sai d workers, enpl oyers and t he gover nnent shoul d cooperat e
as they were dependent on each other to devel op the country.

He said they shoul d not nake deci si ons based on enoti ons, out of anger
raci al considerations or adopt a confrontational attitude as such net hods
woul d not be fruitful

"I'n Western countries, problens are settled on the basis of mght is
right. But in Malaysia, we place i nportance on ties between t he governnent,
enpl oyers and workers," he said.

The Prime Mnister said all three parties had inportant roles to play
i n devel opi ng the country and the fruits of their endeavours shoul d be
fairly distributed anong t hensel ves.

On globalisation, Dr Mahathir said that inthis era certain quarters
had used capital as a weapon to conquer the world, and in the process they
had f orced devel opi ng countries to pawn their independence.

"When capital comes init is good, but when it |eaves, the country is
crippledandfaces difficulties...This happened to Malaysia in 1997. W
| ost US$250 billion and they t hought we should not stop them When we
stopped them they criticised us," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said gl obalisation was one way to col oni se a country by
indiscrimnately using its econony to reap profits.

"I'f they make profits, it is good for us. But if they suffer |osses in



their ventures in our country, they will wi nd up operations and run to
anot her country, and our workers will | ose their jobs," he said.
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