04 SEPT 2002

TAKE HEED OF MAHATHI R S CALL FOR CONSULTATI ONS, LI OWTELLS LI NG

KUANTAN, Sept 4 (Bernama) -- MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
was today urged to take heed of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad' s st at enent
that there shoul d have been consul tati ons between the two opposing teans in
the party on the conposition of the party's disciplinary comittee.

Li ow Tiong Lai, the MCA Youth secretary-general, said this was
i nportant in safeguarding party unity and strengthening the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN).

"1 hope the MCA president accepts the prinme mnister's advice to have
consul tations anong al |l parties invol ved bef ore naki ng any appoi ntnents, "
he tol d reporters here today.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chai rnman, in naking the statenment yesterday,
al so said that it woul d not be appropriate for MCA deputy president Datuk
Li mAh Lek to continue heading the disciplinary comittee because he was
directly involved in the party's probl ens.

The MCA central committee |ast Thursday replaced Limas the commttee
chai rman. Li mand his supporters, including Liow, criticisedthe nove,
saying it was agai nst the peace plan outlined by Dr Mahathir in May to end
the MCA' s | eadership tussl e between TeamA | ed by Dr Ling and TeamB | ed by
Li m
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