21 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - PAS
UWNO WON' T DI SCUSS HUDUD LAWW TH PAS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernana) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today Umo will not sit down with PASto discuss the Hudud law in
Terengganu as it is being drafted for political reasons and not in the
interest of Islam

The Prine M nister said the PAS pl an to pass the Hudud | aw was nerely
to deceive the Ml ays.

"We won't discuss (Hudud). It is being done for PAS political gains,
not for Islam W don't want to discuss with themmatters that are not
related to Muslins.

"We know t hey (PAS) want to deceive the Malays. That's all," said the
Umo president at a nedia conference at the end of the second day of the
Umo General Assenbly 2002 here.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comment on PAS' willingness to discuss with
Umo t he proposed Syariah Crine Bill (Hudud and Q sas) schedul ed to be
tabl ed at the Terengganu State Legislative Assenbly on July 7.

Dr Mahathir al so comrented on t he chal |l enge by PAS deputy president and
Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang who wanted the
government to show which part of the bill was contradictory to Islanic
t eachi ngs.

The Prime M nister said Islamic lawwas fair and it coul d not be unjust
l'i ke the al a PAS Hudud | aw.

The al a PAS Hudud | aw, anong ot her things, was not fair to rape victins
who faced the possibility of punishnent, he said.

"The PAS | aw wants to abuse victins. If you are robbed, you go to
prison, while the robber gets away with it. That's PAS | aw. That's why we
say it's not the sane as Islamic | aw.

"They don't have to nake such | aws. The Quran has repeatedly expl ai ned
t hat when you pass judgenent, do it fairly. I want to knowif Hadi is
robbed, we catch Hadi and send himto prison. Does he want that?," Dr
Mahat hi r asked.

On the proposal by one of the speakers at the assenbly who wanted the
government to nmonitor PAS closely because its ceramahs were said to
influence mlitant activities in Malaysia, Dr Mahat hir said:

"We realise that the younger generation in PAS do not believe that they
could formthe government i n Mal aysi a t hrough denocratic process. That's
why they believe that the only way for themto west power is through
force."

He said all those who studied in Af ghani stan and Paki stan on howto
t oppl e t he gover nnent usi ng vi ol ence were nmenbers and younger generation
| eaders of PAS.

"The link is there quite definitely because they are PAS nenbers. But
we are not saying this is instigated by PAS," he said.

Repl ying to ot her anot her question, Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , who was al so present at the nedia conference, said
t he governnent had al ready prepared a draft of the white paper on the
activities of Kunmpulan M1litan Ml aysia (KW .

"W have the draft. Investigationis going on. So we don't want to
concl ude the i nvestigation yet. As we continue, we will come up with nore
and nore i nformation," said Abdul | ah.

Dr Mahat hir added that the government woul d have to take into account
rel ated court cases before rel easi ng the docunent.
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