01 AUG 2002
LI D-Mahathir (Terrorism
WAR AGAI NST TERRCRI SM MUST BE TOTAL, SAYS DR M

LANGKAW , Aug 1 (Bername) -- The war against terrorism including
econom c terrorism nust be total in order to defeat it and the end results
must benefit everyone, says Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

But to be able to do so, "we nust first understand what is hitting us,"”
the Prime Mnister said at the G obal 2002 Langkawi International Dial ogue
wel com ng reception and openi ng di nner here tonight.

"Then we nust work together within our own borders and between our
countries. We are weak and we are client states, dependent on aid and
|l oans. But still it is possible to take a comon stand to fight off the
threat.

"Inthis, we will not be alone. There are forces within the rich
countries thensel ves which are with us and we can enlist their help," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

But today, the prinme ninister said, economic pressure had repl aced the
gunboat to threaten i ndependent countries.

Just as in the colonial era, the regions of Asia, Africa and Latin
America were unabl e to defend thensel ves, today the new y-i ndependent
countries were unable to defend t hensel ves, he said.

"They are terrified of being col oni sed once again through econom c
pressure coupled with the propaganda of the nmedia. They are being
terrorised in the same way that the terrorists are threatening the world,"
Dr Mahat hir said.

"The whol e world, especially the world nost likely to be attacked by
terrorists is living in a state of fear, expending hundreds of billions of
dollars in futile defence and in the process preventing economic recovery,"
he said

He said while the rich fear the terrorists, the poor too were living in
fear of the predatory rich bent upon taking over their econonies and their
countri es.

"What | say is not an exaggeration or alarmist. G obalisation and free
trade along with denocracy are being touted as the saviours of the world
and in particular the poor. But our experience up till nowis that we are
bei ng destabilised and robbed, " he said.

Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned that poor countries had al ways relied on the
natural comodities they produced in order to export and earn foreign
exchange with which to buy needed i ndustrial goods.

"But we have seen how every year we have to sell nore and nore of our
| argely depleting resources in order to buy I ess and | ess of the goods we
need. We are being held to ransom because the rich countries are not
entirely dependent on us for the raw materials for their industry," he
sai d.

He said the rich countries have a choice of sources and they contro
the market and the prices.

"They do not really care whether we buy their products or not because
their markets are mainly they thenselves, the rich countries.

"Besi des they invent and produce their own raw materials in order to
conpete with our natural products," he said, citing an exanpl e that rubber
was di spl aced by synthetics, tin by plastics, glass, paper, alum niumand
nuner ous ot her packaging materials and the genetically nodified products
such as soya bean oil to oust palmoil fromthe market.

Dr Mahathir said genetic nodification was going to inpoverish further



t he agro-weal t h- based poor countries.

The prime mnister said soya bean was the perfect exanple because by
nmodi fyi ng the soya so as to produce nore oil per hectare the rich countries
were able to reduce their prices to the same | evel as pal moil and ot her
veget abl e oils.

Whil e they thensel ves rejected genetic nodification for health reasons,
they had no compunction about selling genetic nodified food to devel opi ng
countries, he added.
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