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War on militancy and " holy terror' will be long

Abdul | ah Ahnad

THE threat that a Muslimnation mght one day succunb to an Islamc
revol ution or even evolution - | think - stens less fromthe strength of
political Islamthan the weakness of the ruling party.

If a governnment were to fall due to radical Islam the blanme should fal
|argely on the government. It nmeans the ruling party has failed to devel op
the nation, inprove the standard of |iving of the people, naking the
mlitants appear a good alternative. But worse is the hesitation to act
agai nst radicalism President Pervez Miusharraf |ast Saturday took action
agai nst radi cal Pakistani |slamsts.

At hone, we are fortunate because we have had the sane ruling party
since independence. Mire inportantly, it has turned out to be largely
conpetent and effective in delivering what the people desired and stil
want. The Ummo-led coalition has generally been a progressive and
devel opnent - ori ent ed, busi ness and people-friendly and positive
gover nnent .

This is the reason Ml aysi an voters keep returning the coalition to
power and will do again either in 2003 or 2004. |Indera Kayangan is a
pointer. Still, much nmust be done and delivered. The fight against
mlitants is going to be long and weary. The mddle class of all races
must cone out and support the CGovernnent because the middle ground is the
greatest buffer against mlitancy.

Though the situation has inproved, the Ml ays remain divided, by

political opportunismrather than doctrinal dissimlarity. | had |unch
with a Pas MP on Monday and was rather surprised by his un-induced
confession. Still, it will be folly to underestimte Pas. But it can and

shal | be contai ned.

VWhat ever, since the early 1970s, Islani st forces have managed to exert
political and ideological influence very nuch in excess of their nunbers.
The pattern will change only a little during the run-up to elections in
2003 or 2004.

The Pas cl ai m about the Sauk incident being a sandiwara is both
unt enabl e and a danger ous syndrone.

This is no | onger an aberration. There exists a worl dw de extrem st
novenent that organises "holy terror”.

Mal aysia and the Islamc world can resist religious extrem sm by
reaffirmng genuine Islam a religion of peace and noderation, not as
portrayed by the politically-nmotivated sel f-proclainmed soldiers of Allah

In this context, Misharraf was courageous to walk the extra mle towards
noderati on. The arrests of people here, in Singapore and Pakistan, and
el sewhere for terrorismrelated activities confirmtheir internationa
I i nkage.

Terrorismor "holy terror™, as a friend insists on describing it, is no
| onger just a problemof the US or Wst Asia. It is a death network which
the world nmust collectively westle with, the sooner the better

| have said before and | shall gladly repeat it, that the easy American
victory in Afgha-nistan, or the banning by Miusharraf of Pakistani or
Kashmri terrorist organisations and the cl osing down of nadrasahs and
barring foreign students have not signalled the end of the "holy terror™

It will take decades, much longer than it took to beat the conmunists,
to triunmph against these self-styled partisans of Allah dedicated to
martyrdom They do not | ack support, they even command support anong sone



of the Muslimdiaspora in the West who are |ike-m nded.

Musharraf acted bravely and just in time against the religious
extrem sts who have ripped at the fabric of Pakistani politics for nore
than two decades and exported their canpai gn of hate.

He abandoned the Taliban and survived a wave of protests and
denonstrations. | believe he will also prevail against the banning of five
mlitant groups which he stated were stirring up separatist hatred at
hone, and others who coul d be using Pakistan as a base for separati st
terrorist attacks on Indian-ruled and di sputed Kashnmr and the assault on
the Indian Parlianment which killed 14 peopl e.

Had it not been foiled, the outrage would have killed many tinmes that
nunber and probably have caused a devastating war between India and
Paki st an

The I ndi ans have wel coned Musharraf's action. |slamabad has probably
understood that the war against terrorismhas changed drastically. New
Del hi can and will take a leaf fromthe US exanple in Afghanistan to
justify retaliation against Pakistan for the perceived harbouring of
Kashmri mlitants.

Musharraf has forestalled that. The groups which foster terrori smnot
only must be decapitated but crushed, or Pakistan will sinmply take over
Af ghani stan's |l ost role as a haven for extrem st political |slam

India, for its part, should give Misharraf a good reason to continue
elimnating the causes of mlitancy by denonstrating that there is a
better way for a settlenent in Kashmir w thout either |osing face. He
deserves this chance. The alternative to him as our editorial stated
yesterday, is worse for peace in the subcontinent.

There seens a better chance now than ever before. Sonme five nmonths ago,
a good opportunity was m ssed because |sl amabad woul d not give New Del hi a
pl edge to work on the problem of cross-border terrorism Misharraf has
done precisely that now

India, | hope, will now reciprocate by agreeing to revive the stalled
tal ks, perhaps with Kashmri participation, after an election in Jamu and
Kashmr which is going to be denocratic and transparent.

At least for now, | amcautiously optimstic that a war between nucl ear-
arnmed I ndia and Paki stan has been averted.

The Mal ays nust be continuously and effectively taught that Islamis a
peaceful religion. Westerners and Israelis nust also realise that I|slam
and terrorismare not synonynous; that the pronotion of Islam does not
inevitably lead to terror and viol ence. W have |ed the way.

VWhet her anyone likes it or not, "holy terror” seens likely to remain a
feature of international politics and Iife for a long tine to cone.

VWi ppi ng up hatred agai nst Muslins, here or el sewhere, especially those
in the West, is a nyopic policy, a crude and blatant racist ploy which
does no one any good because it prevents an objective study of a gl oba
phenonenon.

VWat's it like being a Muslimin the US or Europe today? Miuslins there
have endured a barrage of bigotry, anger and suspicion. Wrse, nosques and
even hones have been vandal i sed.

VWite zealots and racists have attacked Mislim nmen, wonen and children
440 hate crimes and cases of discrim-nation and harassnent agai nst
Musl i ms had been reported in the US al one between Sep-tenber 11 and m d-
Novenber | ast year.

Mal ays nust not di shonour thensel ves. W nust tackle and act forcefully
agai nst extrem sts of any kind, sooner rather than |ater

Mal aysi ans, of whatever religion or race, who believe the Islamsts
represent anything other than their distorted selves, will invariably Iend
their cause credence.



The non- Mal ays, the mddl e-cl ass Mal ays and the wonen of all races mnust
not be duped by those whose nodern faces and nodern garb canouflage their
nmedi aeval m nds, sadistic and cruel m ndset.

The battle now and in future is sinply between the nmiddle ground and
them a network of fanatics. Like the conmmunists, they will use force when
necessary to achieve their aim

Dedicated militants with their religio-political agenda consider the use
of violence against the "infidel", which includes anyone agai nst them not
only perm ssible but an act of piety!

Make no m stake, hatred of the "infidel" nakes the mlitants worship
deat h!

An Iranian Islamc revolutionary judge once said that those who were
against killing had no place in Islam If the survival of Islamrequired
that bl ood be shed, the Islamsts were duty-bound to do it w thout
guestion and as required.

The danger here is the belief that Islamcannot allow a secul ar power
structure (which supersedes the Syariah). It is no longer restricted to
ustaz and ustazah and their students. It has also attracted Wstern-
educat ed born-again Mislim professionals.

These Islam sts and their mlitant networks will never accept the |ikes
of Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, Mi-sharraf or Megawati Sukar-noputri.
They hated Kemal Attaturk. They want power for thenselves so that they can
turn their countries into Islamc theocratic hegenonies in which they have
absol ute power as the Taliban did. They woul d Talibani se, given half a
chance, as they contenpl ate the weckage of Afghanistan

The essence of the mlitants' theocratic state is conversion of non-
ummah who may threaten the unanimty of the believers, repurification of
Muslims and the isolation and even killing of anyone who opposes the
principle of Tauhid, the oneness of God that there is no God but Allah and
Muhamad is his nmessenger

In their understanding of this, oneness nmeans not only oneness in Tauhid
or notionally but in the uniformty of behavi our

Uniformty and unanimty are cardinal values of mlitant and radica
I sl am

( END)
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