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VWA PPI NG | N PUBLI C FOR | NCEST OFFENDERS NOT FI NALI SED, SAYS DR RAI' S

KUALA KLAWANG, April 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad' s
proposal for incest offenders to be whipped in public has not been
finalised, Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Seri Dr Rais
Yati m sai d.

He said the Law Coordi nati on Conmittee headed by hi mhad taken note of
the Prime Mnister's proposal and woul d gi ve due consideration to it.

He stressed that the commttee would take into account all opinions and
suggesti ons expressed by the public and incorporate theminto the | aw bei ng
drawn up to curb incestuous acts.

Proposed anendnents to the | aw governing i ncest would be tabled to the
Cabi net soon, he told reporters here |ast night.

Dr Rais was asked to comment on a statenment by Dr Mahathir that stiffer
penal ti es shoul d be i nposed agai nst incest offenders as it was a hei nous
crinme.

Dr Mahathir had said that "if | have ny way, the perpetrator should be
whi pped in public to make himregret his actions."

He said whipping in public had not been inplenented in Ml aysia and as
such, the governnment nust make a decision before it is made into | aw by
proposi ng anmendnments to be tabled in the Dewan Rakyat.

Earlier, Dr Rais and his wife Datin Seri Masnah Muhamat w t nessed an
arts performance by 26 students fromthe Literature and Arts Faculty of
Uni versity Negeri Padang from Wst Sumatera, |ndonesia at the Jel ebu
Di strict Council.

Al so present were the Jel ebu chieftain Datuk Mendi ka Menteri
Akhi rul zaman Dat uk Musa Wahab and wi fe Tok Puan Manori ah Ahmad.

The university del egation was | ed by Prof Atar Sem .
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