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VWi ther the MCA after polls truce?
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WHEN MCA' s Qui Ah Lan was announced the wi nner in the |Indera Kayangan by-
el ection last night, it dawned on many party nmenbers that another bitter
| ong-drawn el ectoral process would take place in two nonths.

MCA will hold its triennial elections starting with the branches in
March, followed by divisions (April), States (May) and central conmittees
(June).

After a turbul ent period which saw nmudslinging, a chair-throw ng
i nci dent, a bonmb hoax, distribution of VCD | ayang and poi son-pen letters,
the elections are set to be the final battlefield for the opposing sides
to settle the score

The | ndera Kayangan by-el ection put the internal conflict on the back-
bur ner.

Team A (l ed by president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik) and Team B
(headed by deputy president Datuk Lim Ah Lek) decided to declare a
"ceasefire".

Bot h pl edged to concentrate on retaining the seat.

A so-cal l ed "Team MCA" energed but it is wishful thinking to see both
factions comng to ternms during post-Indera Kayangan, considering they
even canpai gned separately in the run-up to yesterday's polling.

But initial indications showed that the bigger majority win in Indera
Kayangan woul d favour the president in the | eadership tussle.

After all, the by-election task force is headed by Dr Ling.

Just as the president's enemies blane the "fish head" for the nmess the
party is in now, Dr Ling's loyalists insist credit on the electora
victory should go to him

The victory in Indera Kayangan neans that the President's Men can now
say the Chinese comunity still supports MCA

This is reinforced by the fact that Qui was one of 32 central committee
menbers who supported the takeover of Nanyang Press Hol di ngs Bhd, which
publ i shes Nanyang Siang Pau and Chi na Press.

Since the controversy over the Nanyang takeover, the dissenting Team B
faction has been harping on Dr Ling' s alleged flagging popularity.

"The | ndera Kayangan victory can help Dr Ling debunk the perception that
MCA, under his | eadership, has lost support fromthe Chinese conmmunity," a
branch chai rman said.

VWet her del egates will buy the argunment can only be reflected, to a
certain degree, in the respective polling days of the party el ections.

Granted, it is difficult to ascertain MCA's cl out anong the Chinese
el ectorate nati onwi de going by the results of just one by-election

But last night's success certainly will make it harder for TeamB to
prove that Dr Ling no |onger enjoys the mandate of the Chinese conmunity.

But within the party itself, another issue |loons |arge - allegations of
phant om menbers and branches.

Party insiders say the problemis Iike a time bonb set to explode after
I ndera Kayangan al t hough both teans argue over the magnitude in which the
pr obl em woul d bl ow over.

It is learnt that at |east one party headquarters official was recently
interviewed by Bukit Aman over a report |odged concerning this nenace.

But until now, save for raising questions over the delay in the
formati on of branches and the sudden rise in nenbership, no one has cone
up with docunented evidence of such practices, which both factions are



said to be guilty of.

In this nunbers gane, Team A has the upper hand w th national organising
secretary Datuk Ong Ka Chuan, who handled the formation of branches and
approval of nenbers, being a staunch supporter of Dr Ling.

Vi ce- presi dent Datuk Chan Kong Choy last nmonth | amented that the central
conmittee was forced to bl ock-endorse 138,000 nenbers over the past six
nont hs.

This anobunts to 15 per cent of the party's nunbers.

Even in the Wanita section, its deputy, Datin Paduka Dr Tan Yee Kew, had
guestioned the delay in approving formati on of Wanita wi ngs at branch
| evel s and the approval of 30,000 fenal e nenbers over the past two nonths.

For the Youth wi ng, the "phantoni problemis no |longer confined to the
approval of 192 Youth sections at branch | evels by the novenent's Team A
central conmmittee nenbers on Dec 8.

Since then, it is learnt that over 500 applications to set up Youth
branches were submtted before Dec 31 to the three-man committee forned to
t ake over the suspended Youth central conmttee.

It is not known if they have been approved.

"Mre skeletons will energe fromthe closet as the el ection nears.

"There will be belowthe-belt fights and a wi nner-take-all situation.

"The stakes are high. Some danmagi ng docurments will surface,” a central
conmi ttee nenber said.

One is said to be the first draft of the findings on the Youth fracas by
the six MCA veterans.

The docunent purportedly suggests that Youth chief Datuk Ong Tee Keat be
sacked as a menber while action be taken against the other G oup of Eight
di ssenting central commttee nenbers.

It is also said that only after "external pressure"” was put that the
party decided to suspend the Youth central committee instead of sacking
Tee Keat .

An aide to Dr Ling denied the existence of the docunent and added t hat
it only showed that Team B, considerably weakend si nce Nanyang, would
resort to "OGsama-style tactics to bring the party down with thent.

As sone predict a no-holds-barred party el ections, observers point to
t he separate neetings between Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Team A and Team B | eaders, held before the |Indera Kayangan
pol | s.

Both sides are tight-Iipped over what transpired during the neetings,
but speculation is rife that Dr Mahathir, who is al so BN chai rman, had
extracted an "undertaki ng® by both sides.

It remains to be seen if the neetings would have any effect on MCA in
the nonths to cone.

In any case, the nonths ahead will see party nenbers already bracing
t hensel ves for an unprecedented all-out war.

That being so, the outcone would certainly differ fromIndera Kayangan
which saw a victorious MCA. It will then be a case of the party | osing
regardl ess of who wins the MCA el ections.
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