24/ 03/ 2002

Wsma Putra not told yet of Zi nbabwe's suspension

KUALA LUWPUR, Sat. - The Commonweal th secretariat has not infornmed Wsna
Putra on Zi nbabwe's 12-nonth suspension fromthe grouping.

A spokesnman said they cane to know of the suspension through nedia
reports.

"W have not received anything officially on the suspension,” he told
t he New Sunday Ti nes today.

The deci sion was nmade on behal f of the 54-nation group by the | eaders of
South Africa, Australia and Nigeria after studying the Commonweal th
observer mssion's report on Zi nbabwe's recent presidential elections.

It cane on the eve of a planned three-day general strike called by
Zi mbabwe' s mai n | abour federation in protest against what it called post-
el ection harassnent of workers.

Australian Prime Mnister John Howard said Zi nbabwe's nenbership woul d
be reconsidered after a year.

Zi mhabwe will be barred fromall Comonwealth councils effective
i medi at el y.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi yesterday said
that if Ml aysia received an official note, it would be brought to the
attention of the Cabinet and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad.
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