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By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

KUALA LUWMPUR, March 13 (Bernama) -- Mal aysi a needs to boost the
mar keting of the country's various i nvestnent and busi ness opportunities
anong potential German i nvestors who are al so now bei ng actively courted by
ot her countries in this region.

Ger man anbassador to Mal aysi a Juergen Staks said that such
opportunities in this country were not that well known among his
countrymen, and the sane applied to Mal aysia's wonderful tourist
attractions.

Inthis regard, he said that Mal aysia should do nore to | ure Gernman
smal | and nedi umentreprises (SMES) as there were many profitable niches in
this country for the kind of businesses they were involved in such as
hi gh-tech tel econuni cati ons.

He said this in a recent interviewin conjunction with the three-day
visit by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t o Ger many begi nni ng
Monday.

"Due to their size and budget, German SMEs will first | ook at East
Eur opean countri es and Russi a which seemto be very attracti ve nowadays for
such conpanies," he said.

St aks said that Dr Mahat hir should clearly send the nessage while in
Germany that it woul d be worthwhile for German conpani es to nmake, for
exanpl e, a one-week fact-finding trip to Mal aysia as the rewards woul d be
nore than sati sfying.

"You have to be aware that conpetition, not only worldw de but also in
Asia, is very, very strong and other countries near and far from Mal aysi a
are al so very attractive to German conpani es, " he sai d.

According to a Wsna Putra statenent, on his first official tripto
Germany, the Prine Mnister is scheduled to visit Minich and Berlin where
he will neet German captains of industry to help renove scepticismand
m si nformati on they may have about Ml aysi a.

Muni ch, the capital of the State of Bavaria in southern Germany, is an
i mportant high-tech industrial estate of that country.

Al so, Bavaria's strength lies inits strategy of attracting SMES in new
industrial, multinediaand services conpani es.

It is in Minich that the Ml aysi an- German Busi ness Forumwi | | be hel d,
ai med at i nform ng German busi ness peopl e, particularly those representing
the SMEs, about the possibilities of trading and i nvesting in Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir will also get the chance to sell Ml aysia as an i nvest nment
haven during a nmeeting with menbers of the Confederation of German
I ndustries in Berlin.

The current German investnent in Malaysia is quite sizeabl e and stands
at about RVB6 billion with 300 Gernan conpani es operating inthis country,
nostly in electronics, tel econuni cations, engi neering, nmedi cal and
petrochem cal sectors.

Oficial figures showthat total bilateral trade stood at RVL8. 18
billionin 2001 with Ml aysi an exports to Gernany val ued at RM7. 77 billion
and inmports at RMLO. 41 billion.

Staks said that for German conpanies, it was essential not only to
trade or to invest but to conbine these activities with technol ogy
transfer, education and devel opment of hunman resource.

It is in Minich that the Ml aysi an- German Busi ness Forumwi | | be hel d,
ai med at i nforni ng German busi ness peopl e, particularly those representing



the SMEs, about the possibilities of trading and investing in Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir will also get the chance to sell Ml aysia as an i nvest nment
haven during a nmeeting with nenbers of the Confederation of German
I ndustries in Berlin.

The current German investnent in Malaysia is quite sizeable and stands
at about RMB billion with 300 Gernan conpani es operating in this country,
nmostly in electronics, tel ecomuni cati ons, engi neering, nmedical and
petrochem cal sectors

Oficial figures showthat total bilateral trade stood at RML8. 18
billionin 2001 with Mal aysi an exports to Germany val ued at RM7. 77 billion
and i nmports at RMLO. 41 billion.

Staks said that for German conpanies, it was essential not only to
trade or to invest but to conbine these activities with technol ogy
transfer, education and devel opment of human resour ce.

He said that this was best denpnstrated by the Gernan- Mal aysi an
Institute in Cheras where Ml aysi ans who successful | y underwent courses
t here woul d be snapped up by German firns.

"For German conpanies, it is absolutely inperative to take advant age of
a | abour force of high standard, and Mal aysi a can be very proud of having
this kind of | abour force," he said.

The envoy, who was posted to Mal aysia in February | ast year, described
bilateral rel ations between Berlin and Kual a Lunpur as "excellent" with
const ant di al ogue being held at all | evels be they in public or private
sectors.

"Because we cannot really nake a good job in this country or vice-versa
if we do not understand each other," he said.

Staks said that it was about time that the | eaders of both countries
meet to exchange vi ews not only about bilateral ties but also the current
regi onal and gl obal situation

Dr Mahat hir nade working visits to Germany in 1988 and 1998

On this trip, he is scheduled to neet Gernman Chancel | or Gerhard
Schroder in Berlin as well as open the Ml aysi an enbassy in that historic
city which took over fromBonn as Germany's capital in 1999.

Apart fromthat, the German popul ace will al so get to see tantali zing
Mal aysi an cul tural performances as the Culture, Arts and TourismMnistry
undertakes a tourismpronotional blitz in several cities in Germany.
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