18 DEC 2002
SUPP- Wnen
SUPP NEEDS TO REFOCUS ROLE TO ATTRACT MORE WOVEN MEMBERS

KUCHI NG, Dec 18 (Bernanmm) -- Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP)
president Tan Sri Dr George Chan has urged the party torefocus its roleto
keep abreast with the needs and aspiration of the nodern-day wonen in
efforts to attract nore wonen to joinit.

Dr Chan, who is Sarawak Deputy Chief Mnister, said today that as far
as SUPP was concerned, it had al ways gi ven due consi deration to wonen to
take up | eadership roles.

"The party, in fact, wi shes to encourage nore public-spirited wonmen to
conme forward to carry out voluntary, social and wel fare work, including
joining it," he sai d when openi ng the SUPP Yout h and Wonen wi ngs' triennial
del egat es convention (TDC) at the SUPP headquarters here.

Dr Chan said that apart fromhavi ng one state assenbl ywormran, Lily Yong,
who has been active in party politics for along time, the SUPP was al so
anmong the first to have wormen councillors in the city, municipal and
district councils as well as appoi ntrents as Ketua Kaumor Kapitan G na.

The wonen del egat es shoul d see that the nenbership recruitnent drive
was i ncluded i n their agenda besi des putting their ideas together to work
out programes that were rel evant to present and future needs for wonen, he
sai d.

Dr Chan said that the Youth branches should | ook into the setting up of
youth activity centres to provide the avenue and facilities for young
peopl e to neet and plan their outdoor social and recreational activities.

He rem nded the Wonen and Youth wings to try to avoid confrontational,
factional and frictional politics which could weaken or cause the party's
downfal | .

G ven that the SUPP had al ways pl aced unity as the nunber one priority
since its inception 43 years ago, he said that | eaders should sit down to
di scuss and try to accomodat e, conpromi se and reach a consensus i f any
i nternal issues or problens arose.

He said that the Wonen and Youth wi ngs shoul d avoi d any nud-slingi ng
that coul d create bad bl ood anpbng its own nenbers in the event of a
contest, which "nust be a famly and friendly type of contest."

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i s expected to open the
SUPP TGM here tomorrow.
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