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Pendang- El ecti on (News Focus)
TWO Bl G MATCHES AFTER THE WORLD CUP

By: Jamal udi n Mohanmed

PENDANG, June 30 (Bernama) -- As the World Cup curtain goes down today,
everyone i s | ooking forward to wi tness two other big "matches" scheduled to
take place on July 18.

The "mat ches" woul d signify Bari san Nasional versus PASin the
forthcom ng Pendang parlianentary and Anak Bukit state constituency
by- el ecti ons.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain who was the "captain" for
BN when the team| ost to Keadilan in the Lunas state seat by-election in
Novenber, 2000, said he was all ready and prepared to | ead the teamin the
by- el ecti ons.

"During the Lunas by-election, | was not fully prepared to face the
chall enges as | wore the armband for just four nonths (after being
appoi nted Menteri Besar) before the gane," he tol d BERNAVA

But now, after two and a half years, he is fully prepared to shoul der
the task of ensuring BN victory in both matches.

"We are playing at different venues now. This is not Lunas. After all,
t he i ssues brought up during the Lunas gane have been resol ved, " he said.

The i ssues include the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim the "vision
school " and failure of the governnent-owned Kerpan Tiger Prawn Project.

Syed Razak sai d both the Pendang and Anak Bukit areas had received
basi c anenities including water and el ectricity where there will be total
coverage for the areas by year end.

"There are no core issues that can be exploited by the opposition in
the two by-el ections. Even Harakah (PAS of ficial newspaper) has not
hi ghl i ghted a single issue,” he said.

WIIl the forthconing by-elections be an acid test for his | eadership as
the state "captain" after taking over the helmfromTan Sri Sanusi Juni d?

"There is no such test. By-elections are normal events that take place
whenever seats are vacant. W nmust win both ganes," he said.

Towards this end, the state BN had | aunched "Qps Anbi k Balik", to
retain both seats which were traditionally theirs and which they | ost
during the 1999 general election

BN lost the two-thirds majority in the Kedah State Assenbly after
| osing the Lunas seat |eaving the coalition party with 23 seats, PASwith
11 seats and Keadilan with one seat, excluding the currently vacant Anak
Bukit seat.

Syed Razak said the win was inportant not only for the two-thirds
majority but al so to ensure continuity of political, econom c and soci al
stability in the state.

He said the spirit and comm tnent di splayed by Umo nenbers during the
recently concluded Umo annual general assenbly especially intheir
requesti ng and persuadi ng BN "t eampresi dent" Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to stay could hel p towards victory for both the seats.

Syed Razak said the outcone of the two by-el ections should not be used
to gauge the strength of either BN or PASin capturing Kedah in the next
general election, as both by-elections were nmerely by-el ections.

However, PAS thinks differently.

Kedah PAS "captai n" Conmi ssioner Haji Azizan Abdul Razak believed the
out conme coul d, in one way or the other, reflect the opposition's ability to
conquer the state in the next general election.

"We treat the by-elections Iike the national elections and we are



al ways ready," he said.

Both by-el ections are being held foll ow ng the death of PAS Presi dent
Dat uk Fadzil Noor on June 23.

Both teams - BN and PAS - will definitely nmeet, the | atest by 2004, to
deci de the "chanpion" for Kedah before the next Wrld Cup kick off in 2006.
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