24 JUN 2002
MCA- El ecti on
LI NG AND LI M RETAI N MCA TOP TWO POSTS UNCONTESTED

KUALA LUMPUR, June 24 (Bernanma) -- MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Li ong Si k and hi s deputy, Datuk Li mAh Lek, retained their positions in the
party when nom nations for the party's central, national Wanita and
nati onal Youth conmittees closed at the MCA headquarters here at 5pmt oday.

However, Dewan San Choon, where the nomi nations were held, saw sone
tense nmonents when a few MCA grassroot | eaders also filed their
nom nati ons, defying the party's peace plan and ruling to maintain the
stat us quo.

However, all the other nom nations filed, apart fromthe i ncunbents,
were rej ected by the MCA El ection Steering Conmittee which net after the
cl ose of nom nations.

"The essence of the peace planis to maintain the status quo and a
single list, sowe have decided to reject the other nom nations...any other
nom nations filed apart fromthe single list is null and void," the
conmittee head, Datuk Seri Dr Ting Chew Peh, told reporters after the
neeti ng.

"This is a very extraordi nary deci sion and t he deci si on was nmade based
on party unity," he said.

Li ng's "chal | enge" cane fromJal an Anpang branch chai rman Li mLi k Kai
who is al so the Bukit Bintang MCA division conmittee nmenber.

The chal | enge defied the party's no contest ruling follow ng the peace
pl an brokered by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in April.

Anot her deviation fromthe peace plan was the fifth nom nation filed
for the post of vice-president, which offers only four positions.

The out si der here was Teo Kah Choi, the Bukit Bi ntang division
organi si ng secretary. This nomi nati on was al so decl ared nul|l and voi d.

The MCA elects its office bearers every three years and this year is an
el ection year. However, the MCA CC has agreed to i npl enent the peace pl an
whi ch i nposes a no-contest ruling, maintaining the status quo for all
i ncumbents fromdi vision | evel upwards and any vacancy can only be filled
t hrough negoti ati ons and consensus.

The peace pl an, dubbed the MCA Stablity Agenda, is Dr Mahathir's agenda
to end the party's power struggle between the two factions, one | ed by Ling
and another by Lim

To show solidarity and conm tnment to the peace plan, Ling was today
nom nat ed by Li mand seconded by Heal th M ni ster and MCA vi ce- presi dent
Dat uk Chua Jui Meng, for the presidency.

The president, on his part, nominated Limas his deputy and the
nom nati on was seconded by Human Resources M ni ster Datuk Fong Chan Onn who
is also the party's vice-president.

The four positions of vice-president was al so retai ned by the
i ncunrbents -- Fong, the party's nost senior veep, Chua, Datuk Seri Ong Ka
Ti ng, the Housi ng and Local Government M nister, and Deputy Finance
M ni st er Dat uk Chan Kong Choy.

The party al so retained its 25 CC nenbers, which were el ected
posi tions.

The post of secretary-general was retained by Datuk Seri Dr Ting Chew
Peh, treasurer-general Tan Sri WIIliam Chek Lin Kwai and national
organi si ng secretary Dat uk Ong Ka Chuan. These positions are appoi nt ed.

Anot her six CC menbers were al so appoi nt ed.

The Wanita wi ng of the party al so maintai ned the status quo wi th Deputy



Culture, Arts and TourismM nister Datuk Ng Yen Yen | eadi ng t he MCA Wanita.
For the Youth wing, several positions were | eft vacant after the two
factions coul d not reach an ani cabl e sol uti on on who should fill the vacant

seats.

MCA Yout h head and Deputy Youth and Sports M nister Datuk Ong Tee Keat
continues to be at the hel mof the wi ng when he was returned unopposed.

The significant change in the wing is the creation of two
secretary-general's posts so as to pacify the two factions in the party.

The two Yout h secretaries general, which are appoi nted positions, is
Li ow Teong Lai, who was the former Youth deputy secretary general and
former political secretary of Lim and Loh Seng Kok, the former MCA Youth
vi ce-president and Ling's present political secretary.
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