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VWhere | eaders can talk in a rel axed environnent
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DI ALOGUES offer participants an opportunity to network and di scuss issues
in an informal environment. These are not negotiations or conferences
where firm concl usi ons and outcones are outlined in comuni ques and

decl arati ons.

There are too many structured neetings, conferences and negoti ati ons
that do not provide | eaders and Heads of CGovernnent an opportunity for a
rel axed environnent in which to enjoy thensel ves.

The Langkawi International Dialogue (LID), initiated by Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, is different. It brings together Kings,
Presidents, Prine Mnisters, First Ladies, civil servants, businessnen,
entrepreneurs, representatives of |abour, media and the youth in an
informal and rel axed environnent.

It offers | eaders an opportunity to neet informally and to enjoy
thenselves. "LID is organic and it has grown," one | eader said, adding
that other regions and countries were interested in participating. Simlar
di al ogues have been held in the Caribbean (Barbados |Internationa
Di al ogue), East Africa International D alogue and the Southern African
International Dialogue (SAID). In addition, new areas and groups were
i ncluded for the dialogue in Langkawi | ast week - the youth.

VWil e there have been individuals who have participated in the dial ogues
over the years, this was the first tinme that the "Cub 29", a group of
young entrepreneurs from Mal aysia and the African continent, was present
in |arge nunbers.

It was also the first tine that this group had the opportunity to ask
| eaders questions and seek clarifications on issues that concerned them
and their age group. Simlarly, the Heads of CGovernnent were keen to find
out fromthe | eaders of tonmorrow their views, aspirations and hopes.

The informality of the session was topped by the spontaneity of the King
of Swaziland, King Mswati 111, who offered to be the patron of Cub 29.
Bei ng young and in their age group, the King said he shared their
aspirations and would like to be part of it. Needless to say, the youth
accept ed.

A young Mal aysi an entrepreneur, who participated in the dialogue for the
first tinme and has becone a nmenber of Club 29, sumed it up by saying that
it has been very useful. "This is the only dial ogue where | have had
direct access to | eaders w thout nmaking appointnments or going through a
host of secretaries and having to navigate around the bureaucracy.

"In addition, it offered ne opportunity to network wi th Ml aysi ans whom
I amunable to neet otherw se,"” he said.

The African participants shared the sentinments. Many of them said they
did not get to neet or see their African counterparts on their own
continent due to, anong others, the tine factor, distances, conflicts and
even politics which kept them apart.

Mal aysia and, in particular, the LID offers thema venue to neet,

di scuss and sort out many of their problens and issues. It offers a venue
where political and business | eaders hold dial ogues openly with one

anot her about creating wealth through public/private smart partnerships.
The rel axed nmobod and environment provide for a "feeling of togetherness”.

Dr Mahathir, the host of the 10th international dialogue, said that it
of fered "uni que dynani cs of candour, personal interactions, trust and
sharing (that) will propel us to global coprosperity".



According to him "the fundanentals of the dial ogues that have evol ved
have hel ped us to address the continuing major devel opnents in the
changi ng patterns of trade and conpetition, technol ogical innovation and
gl obal i sati on of information"

Thus, the annual dial ogue held alternatively in Africa and in Ml aysi a,
i s gaining greater inportance. An increasing nunber of participants are
interested in joining. For the first time, the | eaders from Rnanda, Sudan
Seychel l es, Nigeria and Kyrgystan participated in the dial ogue. Many are
keen to cone back

LI D 2002 attracted sonme 450 participants from 36 countries. Anmong them
wer e governnent | eaders, politicians, businessnmen, entrepreneurs, the
youth and nedia. The LID and its Southern African counterpart (SAID) are
unique in that there is no formality. But they offer a "nmeaningfu
| earni ng and sharing experience for all™

I nstead of being questioned by journalists during Press conferences and
door st ops, the Heads of CGovernnent turn the tables on the nedia
practioners and ask questions and "grill" journalists and editors and
"enj oy thensel ves".

There is no other forumor dialogue that offers the same informal
environnent for participants. \Were el se do you have a King acting as a
secretary to a discussion and with no help fromhis staff? Were el se do
you have Heads of Governnent taking down their own notes wi thout the help
of their aides?

There may not be a nenorandum of understandi ng, or a comruni que or a
declaration to list out the results and agreenents of the dial ogue, but
this does not nean that nothing concrete is achieved. In fact, the
benefits and the outconmes have | asting inpact.

At the end of the dial ogue, Lieutenant-Ceneral Elly Tumwi ne from Uganda
presented Dr Mahathir with a scarf and Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah with a
cushion cover. Elly said the scarf "synbolises the honour and the cushion
cover represents our gratefulness for the tiring job you have done to care
for us while here and to wish you all the best of confort".

Elly said LID 2002 "has achieved a great deal and enpowered all with
great ideas and inspiration to nove forward", and thus wanted to present
the scarf and cushion cover as a synbol of his grateful ness and
appreci ati on.

Synbol s, he adds, represent "greater things, they speak |ouder than
words and live longer than lives". But it is not just synmbols that
partici pants take hone after the dialogue. They will also carry with them
much nore neani ngful contacts that they will treasure for a very long
time.
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