31/ 03/ 2002

“Islamic art exhibitions dispel msperceptions

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Islamic art exhibitions can hel p di spel wong
percepti ons about the religion including the belief that it pronotes
terrorism Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said.

The Prime Mnister said Islamc art found all over the world could
becone an effective nmediumin the education of Islam

"It is a very nmuch m sunderstood religion and not often associated wth
art. Presently, it is nore closely linked with terrorists and acts of
terrorism But such acts involve a very few m sgui ded Misli s.

"The majority are peace-loving people and they have contributed nuch to
Islamic art,"” he said when opening the Islamic Art of India exhibition at
the Islamic Arts Museum Mal aysi a.

The Prime Mnister also |aunched a book about the nuseumand its
website

The three-nonth exhibition, held with the collaboration of the Nationa
Museum of New Del hi, conprises 174 pieces of Sultanate and Miughal |ndian
works of art fromits collection.

The artefacts have been specifically selected to pronote a deeper
under st andi ng and appreciation of Islamic Indian art and culture, as well
as its parallels and influences on the art of the Islamc and Mal ay worl d.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant that works of art from other countries
be exhibited here to enable others the chance to view and | earn sonet hi ng
fromthem

However, the Prinme Mnister said one should understand that for various
categories of art to prosper, it needed the patronage of wealthy people.

"There is a tendency to condem people who are rich but w thout these
peopl e, the kings and nonarchs to patronise arts, there will be no
progress in this field."
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