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STUDY ROOT CAUSES OF TERRORI SM SAY ASEM LEADERS

By: Mkhail Raj Abdullah

COPENHAGEN, Sept 23 (Bername) - Malaysia's tireless efforts to include
identifying the root causes of terrorismin global efforts to conbat the
nenace are beginning to pay off wi th Asian and European | eaders i ssuing a
declaration along simlar lines and rejecting any attenpt tolink terrorism
with religion.

The | eaders, neeting here for the fourth Asia-Europe Meeting (Asem,
declared that the fight against terrorismrequired a conprehensi ve approach
by the international community and "shoul d duly take i nto account the root
causes of terrorism"

However, "the root causes shoul d not be acknow edged as justifications
for terrorist or crimnal activities, " they said in the "Asem Copenhagen
Decl arati on on Cooper ati on agai nst I nternational Terrorism issued onthe
first day of the informal summt, here, today.

"W alsoreject any attenpt to associate terrorismw th any religion,
race or nationality, and al so rej ect any notion that we can be divi ded
al ong these lines," the Asian and European | eaders said in the four-page
decl arati on.

"W pl edge to work together to conbat this threat to gl obal peace and
security, sustainable econonic devel opment and political stability and
enphasi se that the fight against terrori smnust be based on the principles
of the UN Charter and basic norms of international |aw "

Asemis an i nformal process of dial ogue and cooperati on between Asi a
and Eur ope conprising 10 Asi an countries and 15 nenbers states of the
Eur opean Uni on and t he European Conmi ssi on.

The | eaders al so said that fighting the problemrequired a
conpr ehensi ve approach by the i nternati onal community conprising political,
econom ¢, di plomatic and | egal nmeans i n accordance with donestic | aws.

The decl aration was issued after a political dialogue on the
international situationin the aftermath of Sept 11 attacks on the United
St at es and new security issues.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad was anong the 21 heads of
state and governnment who participated in the closed di al ogue.

Since Sept 11, global efforts to fight terrori smhave been purely
concentrated on military neans which have been singul arly espoused by the
United States, but sonme countries such as Mal aysi a have been voicing their
determ nation to include reasons why people resort toterrorist activities
in conbating terrorism

The | eaders al so adopted an Asem Copenhagen Cooperati on Progranme on
Fi ghting International Terrorism whichincludes the organi sation of an
anti-terrorismseninar to be held in China in 2003 before the fifth Asem
Foreign Mnisters' neeting inlIndonesiato|look at ways to strengthen the
United Nations' |eading role and Asem s cooperation on anti-terrorism

The | eaders, who converged on the Bella Centre ami d tight security,
al so condemmed al |l acts of terrorism saying that they are crininal and
unjustifiable, irrespective of their notivation, fornms and mani f estati ons.

They al so concurred that international cooperation in anti-terrorism
activities, includingregional cooperation such as that of the European
Uni on and Asean, as well as bilateral cooperation, has greatly progressed
and that it is "essential that the international comunity steadily
continues efforts inthis regard."

The Asem| eaders al so enphasi sed the i nportance of sustaining the UN



and t he moment umof international cooperation against terrorism

They said that an Asemsynposi umon conbati ng under ground banki ng and
the need to supervise alternate renmittance servi ces i n European and Asi an
countries would be held in Germany in 2003 within the context of the Asem
Anti-Money Laundering Initiative.
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