15/ 03/ 2002
Dr M Putin lay foundation for stronger ties

Har dev Kaur

MALAYSI AN and Russi an | eaders cane out of their 90-minute bilatera
nmeeti ng confident of stronger and nore broad-based ties in aviation
education, staff training, bio-technol ogy, aerospace and technol ogy.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Russi an President
Viadimr Putin, at their neeting at the Kremin, covered many areas of co-
operation, including bilateral and international issues.

It was followed by a neeting of the two del egati ons, and they expl ored
areas for co-operation, including research and devel opnent.

Dr Mahathir said the possibility of purchasing mlitary equi pment from
Russi a was al so di scussed

Putin added that "there is good relations between Ml aysia and Russia in
the mlitary and defence areas", and Ml aysi an experts had seen the high
quality of Russian military equi pnent, especially in aviation

Russi an experts believed that there was the possibility of trade and co-
operation in this area and creating "Ml aysian scientific and production
bases".

The Russian | eader said the relations were "devel oping quite positively
and today, we anal ysed the status of our bilateral relations".

He pointed out that Ml aysia accounted for 24 per cent of the world's
el ectroni c goods and "this makes Mal aysia a good partner for co-operation
with Russia in the high technol ogy area”

Mal aysi a used a Russian |l auncher for its satellite, and Putin said
further co-operation in this area, including the use of nobile |aunchers,
was possi bl e.

He added that Russia supported direct trade between Ml aysia and the
Russi an regions. Putin said the governors of Siberia, Buryatia, Khabarovsk
and the Far East, regions with which Mal aysia has direct relations, were
al so present.

On terrorism the two | eaders hold simlar views - that the root causes
need to be dealt with and renoved.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia appreciated Russia's stand on dealing with the
problemin the Mddle East, in particular with the Pal estinian issue.

Putin said: "I cannot but agree that the first attention should be on
the elimnation of the root causes.”

He stressed that the role of the United Nations should be strengthened
in many areas, including the "area of fighting terror"
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