14 NMAY 2002
Mahat hir-arrives
DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N WASHI NGTON FOR THREE- DAY VISI T

By: E. Sivabal an and Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, May 14 (Bernama) - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohanmad arrived here Monday to begin his three-day visit to the United
States at the invitation of President George W Bush.

This is Dr Mahathir's first visit to the Wite House since 1994, when
he nmet Bush's predecessor Bill Cinton.

The special aircraft carrying the prine mnister | anded at the Andrew s
Air Force base here at about 2pmlocal tinme (2am Ml aysi an tine).

The not orcade nade its way to the US Presi dent's guest house call ed
Bl ai r House at 1651 Pennsyl vani a Avenue where Dr Mahathir will be staying.

The prime minister's nine-nmenber del egation arrived here earlier. They
i ncl ude Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar, Primary | ndustries
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik, Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Department Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yati mand Chi ef Secretary to t he Gover nnent
Tan Sri Sansudi n Csman.

On Monday night, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Finance M nister, was
schedul ed to attend a di nner hosted by the US- Ml aysi a Exchange
Associ ation, an organi sati on made up of Anmerican and Mal aysi an opi ni on
| eaders.

After the dinner, he was schedul ed to have coffee with t he
Congressional O ub nade up of staffers.

A hectic schedul e awaits Dr Mahathir on Tuesday where he will hold
tal ks with Bush at the White House and several senior menbers of his
admi ni stration at the Wite House and Bl ai r House.

Hs first meeting is with Treasury Secretary Paul O Neil followed by a
meeting with US Trade Representative Robert Zoelli ck.

After his neeting with acting Secretary of State Richard Arnitage, Dr
Mahat hir was expected to wi tness the signing of the Joint Declaration on
Cooperation in Counter Terrori smby Syed Ham d and Armitage.

The prine mnister will have a neeting with the Washi ngt on Post and
| ater attend a | uncheon hosted by Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Dennis Hastert at Capitol Hill and then have coffee with nenbers of Senate
Forei gn Rel ati ons Commi tt ee.

Prior to the I uncheon, Dr Mahathir will [aunch the Ml aysi an Trade,
Security and Econoni ¢ Cooperation Caucus.

The schedul ed 35-mi nute neeting with Bush will be at 4.05pmlocal tine
(4.05am Ml aysian tine) at the Oval Ofice. This will be foll owed by a
meeting with the National Security Adviser Condol eezza Ri ce and vi ce
presi dent Di ck Cheney.

On Tuesday night, the prinme minister will attend a dinner hosted by the
US- Asean Busi ness Council foll owed by a brief neeting with the chairman,
president and CEO of FedEx.

The prime mnister will conclude his programre for the day with a
neeting with the Ml aysi an nedi a.

On Wednesday, his progranme i ncl ude neetings with Defence Secretary
Donal d Runsf el d, Federal Reserve chai rman Al an Greenspan and congr essnman
Tom DelLay.

He i s al so schedul ed to open t he new chancery buil di ng of the Ml aysi an
enbassy at 3516, International Court and nmeet with top officials of the
Washi ngton Times. There will also be aninterviewwi th CNNInternational.

Before ending his visit tothe US, the prinme mnister will neet
Mal aysi an students at the Mal aysi an enbassy.
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