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UNI TE AND VE CAN ACHI EVE MANY THI NGS, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Mohd Arshi Daud

RABAT, April 17 (Bernanmm) -- Muslins worl dw de can achi eve many t hings,
i ncludi ng using the I sl am ¢ gold di nar as a currency for international
trade, if they arewilling to cooperate for the same cause, Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d here today.

He said that the wi de usage of the gold dinar would give Islamc
countries trenendous power to manage their own affairs and even to
i nfluence the worl d.

"The question is are we prepared? If we are, it can be done,"” he told a
di al ogue session with Moroccan Islamic intellectuals, thinktanks and
parlianentari ans.

Mal aysia is keen in using the gold dinar to substitue nmajor currencies
like the USdollar for its trade paynents and has proposed that it be nade
as a currency for international trade.

Last month, Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysi a has worked out the nmechanics
for using the gold dinar, which was chosen as it was | ess volatile than the
ordinary currenci es that are subjected to specul ative play by currency
traders.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a four-day visit to Mdrocco, said he hoped t hat
ot her countries would join the bandwagon once Mal aysi a managed to show t he
wor |l d that the dinar coul d work.

"But first, there nust be a will to do things. Oherwi se we will never
go beyond naki ng speeches, having | ong di scussions etc," he said.

When asked whet her |slanic countries should enul ate the Europeans in
using a single currency, Dr Mahathir said:

"We don't have to followthe Europeans. W can have our own nodel which
is not too difficult."”

He reiterated that Ml aysia has worked out a nechani smon howto use
the dinar for its trade payment.

On anot her note, the Prine Mnister criticised the nusli mcomunity for
failing to be united, even for the benefit of the Umrah.

"Although we are 1.3 billion people-strong, we are not going to achieve
anyt hi ng because of the over 50 nuslimcountries, whenever they neet, they
never agree," he said.

He al so said that nuslinms around the world should enul ate the Jews in
relation to their solidarity and wel | -organi sed cooperation.

The Prinme Mnister said that there was once when he made a remark not
complimentary to the Jewi sh peopl e and thi s had sparked criticisnms by all
Jews in different parts of the world.

"Al'l of themcondemed ne with the sanme voice. They are very
wel | -organi sed, " he added. -- BERNAMVA
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