12/ 09/ 2002
Yong | oses Assenbly seat (HL)
Ram an Sai d; Joni st on Bangkua

KOTA Kl NABALU, Wed. - Sabah Progressive Party president and former Chief
M ni ster Datuk Yong Teck Lee has been disqualified as Likas State

Assenbl yman and will lose his position as MP for Gaya on Sept 18.
Sabah Legi sl ati ve Assenbly Speaker Datuk Hassan Al ban Sandukong
announced that since Yong had exhausted all |egal recourse to set aside an

El ection Court's finding that he had engaged in corrupt practices in the
March 1999 State elections, he automatically | oses his seat in the State
Assenbl y.

The Federal Court on Sept 3 turned down his application for |eave to
appeal against the Court of Appeal's decision to disnmss his appea
agai nst the El ection Court's finding.

Hassan said Yong's disqualification does not trigger a by-election, as
under Article 21 (5) of the State Constitution there was no requirenent to
hold a byelection if a State seat falls vacant |ess than two years before
the end of a State Assenbly's term

The current term of the 54-nenber Sabah Legislative Assenbly will end on
March 2004, about 16 nonths from now.

Hassan, who on Monday held a nmeeting with officials to deliberate on
Yong's case, said he briefed the State Cabi net about the decision this
norni ng and al so conveyed the decision to Yong, the El ection Conmi ssion
and Prinme Mnister and BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

In Kual a Lunpur, Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Mhanmed Zahir |smail today
confirmed that Yong would automatically |lose his Gaya MP' s position on
Sept 18.

He said Section 48 (4) of the Federal Constitution specified that an
el ected representative found guilty by the court would | ose his seat 14
days after the date of judgnent.

"Wth the court's decision on Sept 3, the 14-day deadline is Sept 17. If
by then there is no change, he will cease as MP for Gaya on Sept 18,"
Zahir said at Parlianment House.

Zahir said under the law, there was no necessity for the Speaker to
decl are the seat vacant as the process of the | aw woul d have taken its
natural course.

Asked about the prospects if Yong sought a royal pardon, Zahir said:

"If an application for a pardon is nmade and al |l owed, Yong would remain
an MP until his case is disposed of by the Pardons Board."

Yong's el ection as Likas Assenblyman in the 1999 State el ecti ons was
declared null and void, but he retained the seat in the July 2001 by-
el ection after he obtained a stay order on the Election Court's decision
pendi ng his application to appeal against the court's decision

Yong today described the decision to disqualify himas "hasty".

"While the final outcone relating to the Likas seat mght not be in
di spute, | am personally curious why there is such an urgency in declaring
the seat vacant," he said.

He said the State Legislative Assenbly should have considered that there
was a pending el ection petition against the July 2001 Likas by-el ection
result.

"The El ection Court in Kota Kinabalu has yet to nmake a ruling or
judgrment on the validity of the Likas by-election

"Any declaration on the seat |ooks |like preenpting the Election Court,"
he said.



The petition was filed by Parti Bersatu Sabah candi date Dr Chong Eng
Leong, who lost in the Likas by-el ection.

Yong queried whether the State Assenbly had communicated with or
obt ained the official docunment fromthe Federal Court pertaining to his
case before naking the decision.

"It remains to be seen on what official comunication, other than
newspaper reports, the State Assenbly decl ared the Likas seat vacant," he
sai d.

"I amnot disputing it (the disqualification), but I amsurprised at the
eagerness of some people to make the announcenent,” he said.

Citing the recent bankruptcy case affecting Kuanmut Assenbl yman Mal ek
Chua, Yong said the Kuamut seat was not decl ared vacant even after Mal ek
was technically declared a bankrupt because the full |egal process was not
yet conpl et ed.
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