02/ 10/ 2002

StenLife eschews research with enbryoni c bl ood

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Stemcell research in Ml aysia only uses non-
controversial nethods, and it is not done at the expense of sacrificing
enbryos.

"The only controversial nmethod of deriving cord blood is from enbryonic
bl ood, a nmethod that we absolutely do not use,” StenlLife Sdn Bhd corporate
devel opnent nmanager Edwi n Cheah said.

He said StenLife uses the three non-controversial methods: deriving them
fromthe unbilical cord, peripheral blood and bone marrow

The fourth nethod is to harvest cells fromenbryos left over from
fertility treatnments, which are otherw se discarded. The cells are then
grown and could potentially repair danmaged organs and cure neurol ogi ca
il nesses.

The harvesting of enbryonic stemcells is highly controversial as it
requires the destruction of fertilised eggs that could grow i nto hunmans.

Cheah said sourcing stemcells through the three nmethods practised in
Mal aysi a was safe.

"We do not play God. W are not controversial in any way. W treat the
nmet hods used to source stemcells as |life-saving procedures,” he said.

StenLife is anong the representatives at the Bi oMval aysia 2002
I nternati onal Bi otechnol ogy Synposium Exhibition and Busi ness Partnering
forum

StenLife focuses on stemcell nedicine and is the first bionedica
initiative to be located in Cyberjaya and awarded the Miltinmedi a Super
Corridor status.

Yesterday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad had said that
wi t hout ethics, any research in the study of stemcell would be damagi ng
and the Governnent would not go to the extent of playing Cod.

Stemcells are unique cells in the body which have the capacity to form
into other specialised cells.

Al t hough nost cells are conmtted to conducting a specific function, a
stemcell remmins unconmitted until it receives a signal fromthe body to
develop into a specialised cell.

The focus of StenLife is to derive stemcells fromthe unbilical cord
and store themin the event the patient (baby) devel oped a di sease which
needed a stemcell transplant.

Cheah said stemcell transplants are effective in treating | eukaem a and
| ynphoma, thal assenmia, netabolic disorders, imunodificiency ailnents and
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