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Young | eaders have a role in regional co-operation

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Mal aysia today urged young |l eaders in Asean to cone
together, interact and foster regi onal co-operation anong young peopl e.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said a | ot of
effort was being nade to bring to reality East Asian regional co-
operation.

"It is this that has taken the formof an Asean Plus Three (APT)
process, involving the 10 Asean nenber countries and the three |argest
econom es in the region - Japan, China and South Korea," he said after an
hour -1 ong cl osed-door neeting with some 30 young | eaders of Asean menber
countries at the Young Leaders Programe, held in conjunction with the
East Asia Economic Summit held in Petronas Tower 1.

"After listening to them (the young | eaders), | feel there is a need for
nore interaction anong young | eaders in Asean nenber countries and for
themto reach out to as many young peopl e as possible.

"There is a need to foster regional cooperation and to involve the young
peopl e. "

He said young people should be allowed to attend Asian | eaders' neetings
so that they could interact with them and create an environnment which
woul d be inspirational to them

Abdul | ah said the setting up of a secretariat for APT would constitute
anot her inportant step forward for East Asian regionalism

"The setting up of the secretariat, a proposal by Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, will enable the pursuance of various decisions
taken at East Asia neetings."

He said the secretariat would also benefit those in the private sector
t hr ough, probably, informal neetings on a regul ar basis.

"The APT involves a population six times that of the EU (European Union)
and five times that of Nafta (North American Free Trade Agreenent). Its
GDP is already substantially bigger than the EU s and roughly equal to
that of Nafta."

G ven the relatively higher average East Asian growh rates, Abdullah
said it was only a matter of years before its gross domestic product
exceeds that of Nafta.

"An enterprise as anbitious and form dable as this would benefit greatly
froma dedicated secretariat. Needless to add, such a secretariat should
work closely with and conpl ement the exi sting Asean secre
tariat and not undermine it."

The Asean secretariat, Abdullah said, would in fact benefit from being
spared the burden of servicing the APT process, whose agenda woul d no
doubt mount in the years ahead.

He said East Asian regionalismwould al so exert greater weight and
i nfluence in global affairs if the menbers regul ari se the habit of
caucusi ng and conducting informal consultation in international foruns.
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