26 JUL 2002
Sports- Foot bal | (Asi ad)
SEND MALAYSI AN FOOTBALL TO BUSAN, SAYS AFC

KUALA LUMPUR, July 26 (Bernana) -- The Asian Footbal | Confederation
(AFC) has strongly recomended to the A ynpi ¢ Council of Malaysia (OCM to
include a football teamfor the Busan Asian Games.

AFC general secretary Datuk Peter Vel appan reiterated the need for
nati onal olynpic comrttees to be sensitive to the devel opnment efforts at
both the national and continental |evels.

"There has been concern expressed by no less that the Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Mahat hir Moharmad on the poor state of Ml aysi an football.

"The AFCis of the opinion that by allow ng the Mal aysian teamto
participate in what is an under-23 football tournanment at the Asian Ganes,
we will be able to effectively gauge and assi st in any progress,"” he said
in a statement here today.

Vel appan said it was surprising that while the A ynmpic Council of Asia
had enbraced the efforts to pronote and devel op football on the conti nent,
t here were sone national ol ynpi c comm ttees who di d not share this vision
of greater glory for national and Asian football.

"The AFC is now focusing on the accel erated devel opnent of Asian

football. Events |like the Asian Games and ot her regional tournaments will
play a major role in this accel erated devel opnent focus.
"For this reason, | would like to urge the OCMto fully support the

participation of the Mal aysi an national Under-23 side in the Busan Asian
Ganes, " sai d Vel appan.

Vel appan sent a letter adressed to OCM secretary Datuk Si eh Kok Chi
today with the hope that the national sports body woul d i ncl ude f oot bal |
for the Asian Ganes, to be held fromSept 29 to Cct 14.

Mal aysi a have been drawn with the hosts South Korea, Oran and the
Mal di ves in G oup A. There will be 24 teans conpeting for the one gold
nmedal at stake.

As per the regul ations, any withdrawal of Ml aysia fromthe tournament

at thistimewill invite a sanction and fine fromthe Busan Asi an Ganmes
Organising Committee.
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